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Khamenei pays homage to Khomeini 

t "TEHRAN (AP) — Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah AJi Khamenei 
attended a ceremony at the grave of Ayatollah RuholLah Khomeini 
Monday to mark the anniversary of his 1979 return from exile. The event 
was- part of a 10-day observance marking the 14th anniveisary of the 
Islamic revolution. Ayatollah Khomeini relumed from exile in Iraq and 
France on Feb. 1. 1979. to a tumultuous public welcome. Fifteen days 
earlier, the Iranian ruler, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, had left hb 
country, never to return. Ayatollah Khomeini died on June 3, 1989. 
President Hasftemi Rafsanjani broadcast an anniversary message on 
Tehran Radio, saying Ayatollah Khomeini's return bad changed "every- 
thing from negative to positive and from misery to prosperity." He said 
that the Islamic revolution lad given power to the people “to decide their 
own fate." according to the official Islamic Republic News Agency. Mr. 
Rafsanjani said it was also important for stopping the creep of Western 
culture, which threatened to corrupt Iranian youths. On Sunday. Mr. 
Rafsanjani urged the West to make goodwill gestures towards Iran if it 
wants to improve relations. 
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. Kuwait bans reports on financial scandals 

KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait's chief prosecutor banned the local press 
Monday from reporting on financial scandals under investigation without 
his permission, stirring fears that the emirate's newly gained press 
freedom might be threatened. Prosecutor General Muhammad Al Sana/ 
said such reports have hampered investigations into the fall of a 
mul li-billion -dollar investment empire in Spain and a potential $100 
million embezzlement in the state-run oil tanker company that could reach 
into the royal family. "They help the perpetrator cover the truth, make up 
a defence or transfer his money out of the country." said a statement 
issued by the prosecutor's office. Adnan Abdul Sumad. a parliament 
oppositjon deputy, told the Association Press the statement was “totally 
refused" by the legislature. “He is asking everybody io refrain from giving 
information to the press and that means deputies are included. This is an 
infringement on legislative authority." Mr. Abdul Samad said after 
meeting with a number of deputies to discuss the matter. 
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- . Serman spied 

' ;Xtor\raq-~lran 

'■ ^FEHRAN (R) — A Tehran 
newspaper said Monday a Ger- 
^Snan engineer sentenced to death 
y -voy an Iranian court had spied for 
" Iraq with the knowledge and 
''. -approval of German diplomats. 
-Salam newspaper said Helmut 
*' -. Samkns was recruited by an Iraqi 
':'imeUigence officer in 1985-86 and 
' • Jthe information be sent to Iraq m 
! 'v return for stuns of money helped 
' -r>the Iraqi army in its air and 
■' .y_ missile attacks during the 1980-88 

■ J ran- Iraq war. The report also 
*• -alleged that Mr. Szimkus met a 
: Saudi diplomat and a United 

-::- Arab Emirates (UAE) diplomat 
r-'.in Tehran before leaving Iran at 
•: r the end of the first of two 
^.“spying" stints. German, Saudi 
and UAE diplomats were not 
- \ ; immediately available to com- 
-.ment on the report, which Salam 
Jsaid was researched by its repor- 
•t- ters. 

Leftist Israeli 
magazine is folding 

: TEL AVIV (AP) — New Out- 
look, the ieftist-Zionist magazine 
that philosopher Martin Buber 
JR helped found to promote peace 
,4 , between Jews and Arabs, is shut- 
ting down after 35 years.“We 
: simply ran out of money,'* editor 

Chaim Shur told the Associated 

• Press Monday. “The economic 
situation reduced our funds." 

- New Outlook relied almost en- 
, tirely on funds raised among sym- 
pathetic readers overseas and 
maintained advisory boards in the 

: United States and Britain, 
the English-language 

• bimonthly, whose circulation 
. never reached more than 5,000. 

had an impact beyond its size. 
•• Opinion makers used the maga- 

- zine as a forum for their views on 
' the peace process. 

... ;.OIC consulting over 
: ; summit on Bosnia 

JEDDAH (AP) — A pan- Islamic 

■ summit over the situation in 
: . Bosn ia-Herzegovina is under 

- consideration after the failure of 
'• the Geneva peace talks among 

the combatants, officials of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) said Monday. They 
isaid Hamid Al Gabid, secretary- 
-,t-general of the 51 -member orga- 
' nisation, and the OICs current 
chairman. President Abdon Diaf 

- of Senegal, were discussing 
. whether to convene an extraor- 
dinary summit session. The OIC 
held two emergency meetings of 
Islamic foreign ministers last June 
•n Turkey and two months ago m 
Saudi Arabia. In January, there 
was an Islamic mini-summit in 
Dakar, Senegal, which was 
attended by Bosnian President 
Aliija Izetbegovic. 

Syria pledges 
military 

support for Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (AP) — President 
■"Ipfez Al Assad Monday pledged 
nilitary support to the Lebanese 
irmy to bolster security and 
i-ectarian reconciliation, sources 
: * osc to Lebanese army common - 
Jer General Emile Lahoud said, 
fhere was no word whether Gen. 
-ahoud, who arrived in Damas- 
tis Sunday for two days of talks 
rith Syrian leaders, discussed the 

• iwrny question of the withdrawal 
< Syrian forces-from Beirut and 

J ' 4her Lebanese cities to the east- 
rn Bckaa Valley. But Gen. 
pond's visit came amid prepa- 
attoits for the first meeting of the 
. ; to countries' Supreme Council, 
ttmed under a May 22, 1991, 
■fisty of brotherhood and coop- 

- ‘ ration. No date has yeL been set 

ir the council meeting, which 
iO be chaired by Mr. Assad and 
ebanese President Elias Hrawi. 

- yrian Prime Minister Mahmoud 
-.oabi will visit Beirut soon for 

- Jasultations on the meeting. Sy- 
*' .as sources reported. 
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Arafat heads for Iraq 
after talks with King 

PLO leader said carrying ‘ Arab 
message ’ for Saddam Hussein 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat headed for Bagh- 
dad Monday for talks with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein after 
briefly meeting and consulting 
with His Majesty King Hussein at 
the residence of the Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan. 

After the in formal 90-minute 
meeting with Mr. Arafat, King 
Hussein paid tribute to the close 
ties which he and the Palestinian 
leader enjoy. “This is another 
opportunity to meet and discuss 
current issues and problems. It 
has been a good chance to catch 
up on what we have missed since 
we last met," King Hussein told 
reporters after the meeting. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Royal Court Chief 
Khaled Al Karaki as well as head 
of PLO Political Department 
head Fanoufc Khadoumi, PLO 
Executive Committee members 
Abdullah Hourani and Yaser 
Amer and Palestinian Ambassa- 
dor Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
attended the meeting. 

Mr. Arafat told the press that 
King Hussein was the man to 


bring about Arab reconciliation. 
He said Monday's talks here cen- 
tred on the fate of Palestinian 
expellees stranded in South Leba- 
non, international legitimacy, 
possible U.N. sanctions on Israel 
and the continuation of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

Mr. Arafat said nothing about 
the purpose of his 48-hour visit to 
Baghdad. But senior Palestinian 
officials confirmed that Mr. Ara- 
fat was expected to hold talks 
with the Iraqi leadership on issues 
concerning regional stability, in- 
cluding Iraq's relations with the 
West and the future of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Mr. Arafat was the first Arab 
leader to meet with the Iraqi 
president since a U.S.-led coali- 
tion launched a month-long war 
against Iraq in January 1991 to 
end Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait. 

Mr. Arafat is said to be car- 
rying a message to President Sad- 
dam from “concerned Arab par- 
ties," according to a high-ranking 
Palestinian official who asked not 
to be named. 

“Abu Aimnar is canying some 
suggestions — some advice — to 
the Iraqi leadership on how to 


proceed with the new U.S. admi- 
nistration and the U.N." said the 
official. 

Mr. Arafat's visit to Baghdad pre- 
cedes a visit to the region by the 
newly-appointed U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. According 
to sources dose to the U.S. govern- 
ment. it is unlikely that Mr. Christ- 
opher will visit the region before the 
crisis sparked by Israel's Dec. 17 
expulsion of over 400 Palestinians is 
settled. “It is unlikely that there will 
be a Christopher visit before the crisis 
has been settled." said a spokesman 
at the U.S. embassy to the Jordan 
Times Monday. 

The Clinton administration has 
given mixed signals about its posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Iraq, but the Iraqi 
leadership as well as that of sever- 
al other Arab states believe that 
Mr. Clinton will approach Iraq on 
the basis of “U.S. strategic in- 
terests." 

Statements made to the U.S. 
press by Mr. Clinton indicate that 
this is likely to be the case. Mr. 
Clinton was quoted by the New 
York Times as saying that he was 
not “obsessed with the man (Sad- 
dam Hussein)" and that "if he 
wants a different relationship 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat greet each other Monday at the 


residence of the Palestinian ambassador in Jordan 
(AFP photo) 


Christopher optimistic on crisis 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said Monday he 
was optimistic that the standoff 
between Israel and some 400 
Palestinian evictees would soon 
be resolved. • 

Speaking to reporters shortly 
before he was to have a lunch 
meeting with U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, Mr. 
Christopher said that over the last 
several days the United States 
and Israel “have been engaged in 
extensive conversations on the 
deportation issue." 

“Both President (Bill) Clinton 
and I feel that these discussions 
have been positive and produc- 
tive,” he said. “We're quite opti- 
mistic that they will open the way 
to a resolution of this issue and 
enable us to put dais issue behind 
us," he added. 

Mr. Christopher was to discuss 
the expulsion controversy as well 
as the civil war in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the internation- 


al relief effort in Somalia in his 
firist meeting with Dr. Ghali since 
he became secretary of state. 

Israel expelled .- the Palesti- 
nians on Dec. 17 to southern 
Lebanon, securing them of links 
with Islamic extremist organisa- 
tions responsible for the deaths of 
several Israeli servicemen. 

It has so far refused to imple- 


Re porters at the parliament 
said Mr. Rabin and his ministers 
left in the middle of a session and 
entered Mr. Rabin's Knesset 
office. Also at the meeting were 
Chief of Staff Ehud Barak, the 
head of the Shin Bet secret police 
and the government legal adviser, 
the radio said. 

In Brussels, Israel called for 


ment a Dec. 18 Security Council . closer cooperation with the Euro- 
resolution calling for their im- pean Community (EC) Monday, 


mediate return, prompting Arab 
countries to call for the imposi- 
tion of sanctions against Israel. 

Hie Israeli cabinet convened a 
special meeting Monday amid in- 
creasing international pressure 
over the expulsions. 

The radio said Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin called the meeting 
to update ministers on the crisis. 

Israel Radio said the cabinet 
was discussing a compromise with 
the United States to end tbe 
impasse: Some evictees would 
return now, others would go to a 
third country. 


but was likely to see its request 
hurt by the expulsions. 

“I can well imagine that (the 
EC nations) expect the problem 
to be resolved rapidly, so that it 
does not overshadow our rela- 
tions,” Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said. 

Mr. Peres was seeking to im- 
prove economic relations and 
open the way for the eventual 
membership of Israel in the Euro- 
pean Economic Area, the plan to 
set up a single market between 

(Contkmed cm page 5) 


U.S. to list 
Hamas in 
‘terrorism’ 
report 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. State Department will this 
year for the fust time officially 
label the Islamic fundamentalist 
Hamas organisation as a “terror- 
ist” group in its annual terrorism 
report. 

“Hamas does commit terrorism 
and we’ll be talking about that in 
our next report that comes out in 
April," said a State department 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

The group, which operates in 
the Israel-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, is at the centre of 
a diplomatic row that threatens 
the Middle East peace process 
following Israel's expulsion tea 
month of 415 suspected members 
of Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
another hardline group. 

This weekend. Israel said it 
arrested three U.S. citizens of 
Palestinians extraction, saying 
they had been discovered with 
large sums of money and were 
trying to rebuild Hamas after the 
expulsions and 1.200 additional 
arrests. 

Tbe State Department's annual 
“Patterns of Global Terrorism” 
report lists countries which in the 
view of the United States sponsor 
or support “terrorism." It also 
contains an appendix analysing 
and discussing all the world's 
major clendestine organisation 
engaged in what the United 

(Continued oa page 3) 


Cabinet reshuffle put off for now, but timing 
not the only factor in need for changes at top 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Talk of an im- 
mediate Cabinet reshuffle 
appears to be dying down fol- 
lowing a statement by His 
Majesty King Hussein last 
week in which he said he saw 
no reason for delaying par- 
liamentary elections scheduled 
for late this summer. But a 
major change in senior govern- 
ment posts is still expected for 
early in the spring to allow 
some members of the current 
Council of Ministers — ten of 
whom are serving deputies — 
to run in the next elections, 
according to officials and 
analysts. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Some Cabinet members and 
government observers had ex- 
pected the reshuffle to come as 
early as the end of January, 
basing their expectations on 
predictions that Parliament's 
term would be extended and 
thar high-level change in the 
top echelons of the bureaucra- 
cy was long over due. 

The prime minister, Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, formed his 
government m November 1991 
with a message of continuity in 
Catenet posts, and apparently 


based on this he kept his ori- 
ginal team without any change 
since then. But the govern- 
ment has come under increas- 
ing criticism for its perform- 
ance, with many people, in- 
cluding Cabinet members 
themselves, saying that a 
reshuffle was needed to reas- 
sert leadership, improve team 
work and increase efficiency 
and productivity of various de- 
partments. 

“The expectation (for a 
reshuffle) is off for now." said 
a well-informed source. “My 
hunch is that the reshuffle will 
now take place in March or 
April, where a more tech- 
nocratic government can be 
formed to prepare for the elec- 
tions," he said. 

The Election Law requires 
senior government officials to 
resign their posts at least 65 
days before the elections date 
if they want to run. Moving the 



Sharif Zeid Bed Shaker 

that the government is avoid- 
ing taking difficult decisions, 
senior officials reject this 
charge maintaining that the : 
government has a good record 
, % iti 'decision making. Some of 


date of the reshuffle forward -the officials, however, openly ■ 

t .L. 1 -n ■**“- - l - li __ 1 ' 


for two months, however, will 
also mean that Sharif Zeid’s 
government will continue to 
hear criticism from the diffe- 
rent political circles and toler- 
ate "inefficiency’’ from and 
“friction" among some of its 
members- 

While political analysts and 
some government insiders 
have pointed to the govern- 
ment's recent behaviour as if it 
were in “transition,” meaning 


admit to being- unable to al- 
ways translate decisions and 
policies into practical program- 
mes 

"The Cabinet seems to be 
divided into different factions 
and groups, as well as strong- 
minded individuals, who oper- 
ate on personal consideration 
rather than on the basis of 
common good,” a well- 
informed source said. “Besides 
a Cabinet member can be in 


full agreement with his col- 
league’s point of view but 
would vote against it just to 
discredit him." 

This and other sources who 
agree with him point to 
another “failing,” which they 
contend has kept the govern- 
ment from carrying out its 
programme over the past year. 

“The government wants to 
appease everybody and in the 
process delays ail important 
decisions,'’ a prominent poli- 
tical activist said. “They have 
not been able to take derisions 
and make policies," he con- 
tinued. “Some Cabinet mem- 
bers are just playing things by 
ear and their position in the 
government has all of a sudden 
become a temporary stop for 
■them." 

The senior officials, who 
spoke to the Jordan Times, say 
this criticism of the govern- 
ment’s performance is unjusti- 
fied, pointing to the Cabinet's 
economic and monetary record 
in particular, which “shows 
that the government can take 
difficult decisions.” as one of 
them put it. 

“On the economic and 
monetary level, our perform- 
ance, has been excellent,” that 
senior official said, “ki other 
areas, it is not so black and 
white, it is true." 

(Conduced on page 5) 


Snow and rain add 
to expellees’ plight 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Nearly 400 Palesti- 
nians expelled by Israel huddled 
around gas heaters inside their 
tents Monday as a new winter 
snowstorm lashed their camp in 
southern Lebanon. 

It was the fifth storm to hit 
since the men were expelled by 
Israel on Dec. 17. 

“Cold is piercing our bones. 
Life is getting more and more 
miserable here." said the expel- 
lees* spokesman. Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Rantisi. “When is the Security 
Council going to really do some- 
thing about its resolution?" 

The U.N. Security Council on 
Dec. 18 passed Resolution 799 
condemning the expulsions and 
demanding that Israel repatriate 
the men. 

The 15-nation body is expected 
to convene this week to consider 
action against Israel for refusing 


to comply. The United States has 
tried to postpone the debate, 
fearing it may be forced into a 
veto to defend its ally from sanc- 
tions. 

“We appeal to the Security 
Council to apply sanctions against 
Israel and urge the United States 
not to veto the sanctions," Dr. 
Rantisi told reporters. 

The expellees have insisted 
that they be allowed back as a 
group without conditions. Dr. 
Rantisi said that talk in Israel of a 
possible compromise that would 
allow some of the men back 
immediately and reduce the 
length of deportation for others 
were unacceptable. 

“I want (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin and (U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill) Clinton to rest assured 
we will never accept anything 
other than the implementation of 

(Continued on page 3) 


3 killed 
in Gaza, 
W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinians 
were killed by Israeli troops when 
they allegedly fled from an army 
roadblock and a 12-year-old 
Palestinian boy died of wounds 
suffered in an earlier clash with 
soldiers, the army said Monday. 

The boy, Hayel Yousef Abu 
Mekhaimer. was shot Friday in 
the Gaza Strip's Khan Yunis re- 
fugee camp along with his mother 
who remains hospitalised, 
Palestinian reporters said. 

Abu Mekhaimer died Monday 
of his wounds in hospital, the 
army confirmed. 

LasL month, five Palestinian 
children aged 1 1 to 16 were shot 
dead by troops within a week, 
prompting liberal cabinet minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid to demand the 
army brief the government every 
time a minor is killed. 

On Sunday, two 22-year-old 
Palestinian passengers were kil- 
led by gunfire on a car allegedly 
fleeing an army roadblock near 
the village of Fahme in the occu- 
pied West Bank, the army said. 

Soldiers opened fire after the 
driver ignored calls to halt, the 
army said. The driver was 
apparently wounded but man- 
aged to run away. 

Army officials said the car was 
stolen and the men were not 
wanted for anti-Israeli violence. 
The victims were identified as 
Nasser Zaroussi and Mohammad 
Aboussi, both from Nablus in the 
West Bank. 

The three deaths brought to 
1,025 the number of Palestinians 
killed by Israelis in the five-year 
uprising against occupation, 
according to an AP count. 

Also Monday, the daily 
Hadashot said the army was mak- 
ing a training video to clarify 
open-fire orders for soldiers fol- 
lowing reports many troops are 
uncertain when they are permit- 
ted to shoot. 


Hamdoun detects ‘signals 9 of 
change coming from Washington 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's U.N. ambassador says he 
has detected signals from 
Washington that may indicate 
President Bill Clinton is willing to 
open a dialogue. 

But the ambassador. Nizar 
Hamdoun, cautioned against 
assuming prematurely the new 
U.S. administration would ease 
military tensions with Baghdad. 

“There are some signals from 
the new administration that coin- 
tain some objectivity. They say 
the new administration is turning 
to dialogue to avoid war." Mr. 
Hamdoun was quoted as saying 
on Monday by the official media. 

He did not specify what the 
signals were, and added: “It is 
too early to assume that a change 
is in the offing. One has to wait 
for at least an initial move." 

Mr. Hamdoun’s remarks were 
his first on the matter since re- 
turning from New York last week 
for consultations after Iraq's 
goodwill gestures to the man who 


replaced its arch-enemy George 
Bush. 

Iraq's declaration of a ceasefire 
before Mr. Clinton's inaugura- 
tion on Jan. 20 and offer of talks 
have so far been received coolly 
by Washington. 

The United States, which 
under Mr. Bush spearheaded the 
Gulf war which drove Iraq out of 
Kuwait, was indicated it wants to 
see real changes in Baghdad be- 
fore any change in U.S. policy. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. keen to break the grip of 
U.S.-backed. U.N. trade sanc- 
tions. has made clear he wants a 
new chapter in relations with 
Washington and the world body. 

Baghdad-based diplomats said 
Washington appeared to be wait- 
ing for Iraq to make specific 
proposals as a sign of sincerity. 

“It's not enough to say they 
want to talk — ihey will have to 
prove it to the Americans,” said 
one European envoy. 

The United States and its Brit- 


ish and French allies launched 
new raids on Traq last month after 
accusations that it was flouting 
U.N. ceasefire terms. 

Mr. Hamdoun told Iraqi Tele- 
vision Sunday Baghdad has fulfil- 
led 90 per cnet of its obligations 
to U.N. resolutions but im- 
plementing the remainder re- 
quires time. 

The Iraqi government Monday 
played down a threatened row 
with the special U.N. commission 
supervising its disarmament 
under Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
quoted in the ruling Baath Party 
newspaper Al Thawra said Iraq 
had “clarified” its attitude on a 
list of nuclear suppliers which 
U.N. officials say are a key 
stumbling block to full com- 
pliance. 

He said Baghdad had provided 
nuclear and ballistic missile in- 
spectors recently in Iraq with 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians to launch first party 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Palestinians plan to 
launch a moderate political party 
in the occupied territories this 
month which they hope will be- 
come the first group in decades to 
operate there openly and legally. 

One of the organisers told Reu- 
ters Monday the Palestinian 
Democratic Federation would 
group several Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) factions 
and independent Palestinians and 
would back Middle East peace 
talks. 

The move follows Israel's deci- 
sion last month to legalise con- 
tacts with the PLO. 

“We will announce the federa- 
tion's official formation later this 
month," said Azmi Al Shu'aibi, a ■ 
senior member of the Tunis- 
based Yasser Abed Rabbo fac- 
tion of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

“It will be the first political 
party in the occupied areas which 


moves from being an under- 
ground one to one that will oper- 
ate in the open," Mr. Shu'aibi 
said in an interview. 

“Our preparations have 
already started and we have 
formed committees throughout 
the area." 

Some members come from Mr. 
Abed Rabbo 's faction, which 
broke in mid- 1991 from the 
Damascus-based DFLP group led 
by Nayef Hawatmeh who 
opposes the terms of the peace 
process. Others come from the 
Palestine Popular Struggle Front 
of Samir Ghoshe and some are 
former members of the Palestine 
Communist Party. 

The federation hopes to coun- 
ter the rising influence of Muslim 
fundamentalists and other hard- 
liners feeding on the lack of 
progress in Middle East peace 
talks. 

The party’s founding charter, a 
copy of which was obtained by 
Reuters, said that among other 
things it would help boost the 
five-year-old Palestinian uprising 


against Israeli rule. 

Israel banned all PLO factions 
from working in the occupied 
territories after it occupied the 
area in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Shu'aibi declined to com- 
ment on who would head and 
manage the federation which will 
be funded from membership fees, 
donations, publications and other 
money-raising projects. 

The charter describes the party 
as a pragmatic, nationalist group 
open to Palestinians over 16 years 
of age in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip regardless of their social 
standing. 

It will seek to consolidate 
national unity and help achieve 
“a fair and just solution" of the 
Arab-Isareii conflict guaran- 
teeing Palestinians tbe right to 
self-determination in a future in- 
dependent state. 

It will safeguard the right of 
return for millions of Palestinian 
refugees and seek an end to 
Jewish settlement building in the 
occupied territories. 










Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 , 


Afghan rivals fight despite peace call 


KABUL (R) — The Afghan gov- 
ernment and its radical oppo- 
nents bombed and shelled each 
other's positions around Kabul 
Sunday, despite an agreement 
reached by six Mujahedeen 
groups that called for a ceasefire. 

President Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni*s government said it would 
continue its 13-day-old offensive 
against the Hezbte-Islami Party 
of hardline Mujahedeen leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 

The Hezb said the government 
had been defeated ami appealed^ 
to Kabul citizens to force it to 
remove heavy artillery from the 
capital, to spare civilians from 
being hurt in counter-attacks. 

Both sides claimed victories in 
the day's bailies and. in public 
statements, appeared ro be taking 
a harder line- 

In the eastern Afghan town of 
Jalalabad, six Mujahedeen 
groups including the Hezb agreed 
on a peace forumula calling for a 
ceasefire and elections in less 
than a year. Mujahedeen sources 
in neighbouring Pakistan said. 

They said Pakistani and Saudi 
ambassadors had brokered the 
formula, which called for elec- 
tions within a year and envisaged 
the revival of a leadership council 


representing nine main Mujahe- 
deen parties. 

Mr. Rabbani says the council 
ceased to exist after the conven- 
ing of a controversial assembly 
last month that elected him presi- 
dent for two years and created an 
interim parliament. 

A presidential spokesman in 
Kabul called the Jalalabad ses- 
sion. where Mr. Rabbani’s 
Jamial-e-Islami was absent, “just 
a meeting of a few influential 
people.” 

Spokesman Abdul Aziz Morad 
said the Hezb must surrender all 
heavy weapons to the govern- 
ment as a condition for a cease- 
fire. 

“The Islamic slate of Afghanis- 
tan is determined to continue the 
mopping up operations until the 
last forces of Gulbuddin's terror- 
ist section have been crushed," a 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
said. 

The Hezb fired four rockets 
into Kabul Sunday, killing one 
person and wounding another, 
the official Kabul Radio said. 

A Defence Ministry source, 
quoted by Kabul Radio, said the 
government jets and artillery hit 
Hezb positions in the bagrami 
areas southwest of Kabul. 


“The aerial and artillery 
attacks will continue until Gui- 
buddin Hekmatyar’s rocket posi- 
tions there are destroyed..." the 
broadcast said. 

Many people were seen fleeing 
from western Kabul's Bagb-c- 
Bala area after heavy overnight 
fighting in a separate conflict 
pitching government forces 
against the Hezb-e-Wahdat Party 
of the Shiite Muslim minority. 

Many patients at Kabul's Kaite Se 
Hospital had been injured by 
machinegim. rocket or tank fire. 

A 14-year-old girl lay in the 
hospital's intensive care unit her 
face badly cut by rocket shrapnel 
Saturday night “Her mother and 
three brothers and sisters were all 
killed, but we have not told her 
about them," her aunt said at her 
beside. 

At least 1,700 people have 
been injured in the current fight- 
ing. which has lasted almost two 
weeks, hospital doctors said. 

There is no official estimate of 
the number of people killed be- 
cause their bodies were not 
brought to hospitals, but doctors 
said the total could be in hun- 
dreds. 

The six parties in Jalalabad 
accepted King Fahd's invitation 


to Mujahedeen groups last week 
to meet in Saudi Arabia to settle 
their differences, Mujahedeen 
sources said. 

NooniUah Emad, an envoy of 
Mr. Rabbani, said in Pakistan 
Saturday that the Kabul govern- 
ment had also agreed to the Saudi 
proposal but “now we are busy in 
Afghanistan." 

The present Kabul fighting 
erupted on Jan. 19 after the 
government launched an anti- 
Hezb sweep to forestall what it 
called the party's plans to attack 
Kabul. 

The Hezb has repeatedly 
dashed with government forces 
since the Mujahedeen took pow- 
er last April from a collapsed 
former communist government 
after 14 years of civil war. 

The Kabul government mean- 
while urged the rebellious Hezb 
fundamentalists to Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar, and open direct talks to end 
the two-week-old siege of the 
embattled capital. 

In its Pashto- language broad- 
cast Sunday night and Monday, 
state-run Kabul Radio said peace 
will never come to the Afghan 
capital as long as Mr. Hekmatyar 
was the leader of the fun- 
damentalist Hezb-e-Islami fac- 
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tion. 

“There can be no peace talks 
with a Hezb-e-Islami which is led 
•by Hekmatyar,'' Afghan Deputy 
Foreign Minister Najibullah Laf- 
raie said in the radio appeal to 
Hezb-e-Islami. 

Mr. Hekmatyar's forces began 
shelling the dty in mid-December 
after a national assembly of tribal 
elders. Islamic scholars and 
prominent rebel commanders 
reelected Mr. Rabbani for 
another two-year term. 

But at least six of the 10 rebel 
chiefs, including Mr. Hekmatyar, 
accused Mr. Rabbani of vote- 
buying and charged the coundl 
was bogus and not representative 
of the Afghan people. 


Religious Kuwaitis denounce satellite dishes as evil 


By Diana Elias 
The Associated Press 

KUWAIT — It took Mohammad 
Al Misbah three days to convince 
the father of his fiancee that he 
would make a good husband and 
provide a decent home — even if 
he does own a satellite dish. 

“He told me that if I wanted to 
matTy his daughter. I*d have to 
sell the dish because it brings 
dirty movies into my house." Mr. 
Misbah explained. 

The 25- year-old karate instruc- 
tor and his relatives finally con- 
vinced his future father-in-law, a 
mosque preacher, that the dish is 
not an instrument of the devil. 

Many religious Kuwaitis are 
campaigning against a satellite 
dish craze in the emirate, part of 
the post- Gulf war liberalisation 
that has dismayed fundamental- 
ists. 

They fear the spread of what 
they consider decadent western 
values among the emirate's pre- 
dominantly Muslim population of 
1.3 million. 

The Muslim activists are seek- 
ing to introduce Islamic law “so 


how can we allow programmes 
that have not been censored by 
the Information Ministry?” asked 
Khaled Al Adwa, an Islamic par- 
liament deputy. 

He said satellite channels 
which “broadcast so-called sex 
education will have catastrophic 
effects on the morals of our 
young people." 

In neighbouring Saudi Arabia, 
Muslim zealots take potshots at 
dishes on roofs. In Kuwait, there 
have been a series of bombings at 
video stores in recent weeks. 

Fundamentalists have taken to 
linking the dishes with AIDS, a 
tactic dearly designed to frighten 
Kuwaitis off acquiring the de- 
vices. 

“Beware of setting the AIDS 
dish on the roof of your home to 
receive the customs and tradi- 
tions of the infidels, said pam- 
phlets left on doorsteps or tele- 
faxed to firms which sell the 
dishes. 

The two-page pamphlets, 
signed by “A group of honour- 
able people," came complete 
with statistics on the number of 
AIDS and incest victims in the 


United States and daims that 
Sweden is considering legalising 
incest 

Despite the protests, sales of 
satellite dishes have more than 
tripled since the emirate was 
liberated in February 1991 after 
seven months of Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

Before the invasion, Kuwaitis 
needed an Information Ministry 
permit to have a dish. 

Now that has been waived and 
with more than 20 new companies 
competing for the burgeoning 
dish market, prices have tumbled 
and black metal dishes are 
sprouting on roofs. 

Kuwaitis who stayed in the 
country during the Iraqi occupa- 
tion and those who fled abroad 
developed a taste for unoensored 
television news and entertain- 
ment. In the more liberal post- 
war dimate, they are reluctant to 
accept government — or Islamic 
— strictures. 

Laila Ahmad, a young Muslim 
housewife, bought a dish against 
the wishes of her family because 
she was so bored at home. 

“Those who want to go to the 


mosque can go and those who 
want to have run can have fun," 
she said. 

The most popular satellite 
channels are those offering news, 
the latest musical videos and 
movies. No-one cares what lan- 
guages they are in. 

Russian, Pakistani, Chinese 
and even Israeli channels are in 
great demand. 

“Our TV programmes are dull. 
Even the children are sick of 
cartoon reruns,” said Hussein Al 
Haddad, his eyes flicking from 
one screen to another in a store 
that sells dishes for monthly pay- 
ments of $130. 

“We want entertainment. We 
went through enough sorrow dur- 
ing the invasion and the occupa- 
tion, ” said Mr. Haddad, a 33- 
year-old civil servant. 

Kuwait’s censors routinely cut 
out love scenes from foreign 
movies and TV shows shown on 
the stafce-run network, sometimes 
even situations as innocuous as a 
father affectionately pecking his 
daughter on the cheek. 

In one recent episode of the 


U.S series “America's Funniest 
People," the censors scissored 
out a shot of an ape kissing the 
show's hostess. 

Although press censorship was 
lifted about a year ago, some 
newspapers and magazines still 
draw clothes on photographs of 
women considered improperly 
dressed by Islamic standards. 

Sal ah Al Hasbem, a lawyer and 
columnist, is not worried about 
the effects of uncensored prog- 
rammes on his family because 
“it’s all in how parents raise their 
children." 

Mr. Hasbem bought a dish last 
year and says he spends hours 
watching TV every day. 

“It's a way of getting around 
the government’s monopoly over 
information,” he said. 

Physician Aref Al Nakkas said: 
“Some news reports about our 
region have a way of never get- 
ting into our newspapers. 

“The only Kuwaitis who knew 
about the Iraqi troops massing on 
the border in August 1990 were 
the ones who had satellite 
dishes." 


Baidoa sees less 
death , but much 
suffering remains 


By Edith Af. Ledecer 
The Associated Press 

BAIDOA — Habiba Tohow 
insisted on climbing onto the 
death truck making its morning 
rounds so she could watch over 
her five-year-old daughter Far- 
doza. wrapped in a small 
shroud on her final journey to 
the cemetery. 

In a cemetery crowded with 
unmarked graves. Mrs. Tohow 
laid Fardoza to rest alongside a 
nameless child and three un- 
known adults picked up by the 
truck. 

Such terrible personal 
tragedies continue every day in 
Baidoa, but fewer mothers like 
Mrs. Tohow are losing chil- 
dren. The massive internation- 
al relief effort has cut the death 
toll dramatically in just four 
months. 

In September, the death 
truck was picking up 350 
bodies a day. This month 
gravediggers have been 
burying from five to 13 bodies 
a day, according to the Somali 
Red Crescent. 

The expanding relief effort 
and the arrival of the U.S. 


Marines on Dec. 16 have trans- 
formed Baidoa from a dty of 
death to one of hope. 

“The Marines have changed 
everything," said Hussein 
Dahir Ahmad, manager of the 
Red Crescent. “They have re- 
turned peace and tranquility to 
Baidoa.” 

The heavily. armed vehicles 
known as “technicals" that 
used to roam the streets are 
gone, though some gunmen 
still ply their looting trade 
under cover of darkness. The 
market has quadrupled in size. 
Hundreds of orphans are 
learning their ABCs, and 
several schools are about to 
open. Teashops which closed 
at dusk now bustle until mid- 
night. 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim 
Hussein, the region's new gov- 
ernor. fears the dramatic drop 
in the death toll is starting a 
cutback in relief at a time when 
he believes 30 to 40 per cent of 
people in Baidoa and 
thousands more in the country- 
side are still starving. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
and the international relief 


agency CARE have reduced 
the number of food kitchens 
they operate in Baidoa, and 
many other camps and kitch- 
ens are going to be dosed, be 
said. 

“We are requesting the in- 
ternational community to in- 
crease food and medicine ...to 
give farmers seeds, tools and 
machinery ...and to invest in 
rebuilding Somalia." Dr. Hus- 
sein said. 

Above all, he said. U.S. and 
allied forces must disarm the 
gunmen, many of whom have 
fled outride the dty, to secure 
the future of the region. 

The Red Cross and CARE 
said the governor's estimate of 
Baidoa’s hungry is too high- 
They said they cut tbe number 
of kitchens because fewer 
Somalis were using them. 

Relief agencies have been 
trying to switch from cooked 
food at kitchens to distributing 
dry food like maize or sorghum 
so Somalis can eat at home 
with their families. The kitch- 
ens were begun on a mass scale 
because people were being 
robbed of their dry rations. 

The arrival of U.S. and 
allied troops has reduced the 
looting problem. The security 
umbrella the soldiers have pro- 
vided has encouraged some 
Somali refugees to return to 
their home villages. 

Baidoa’s population, about 
80,000 a few months ago. 
appears to be failing because 






A U-S. soldier carries oat a house-to-house search in Afgoi, 30 
kdometres outride Mogadishu (AFP photo) 


refugee camps are emptying. 
But no recent head counts 
have been taken. 

While some refugees head to 
their villages to start a new life, 
Baidoa still remains a magnet 
for the sick and hungry. 

Habiba Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman, 35, who watched five 
of her children die of starva- 
tion, arrived a few days ago 
after a 60-kilometres trek 


through the bush with her 
three surviving children. They 
were so emaciated they could 
barely sit up. 

“We tost all our camels, 
cattle and goats and we cannot 
cultivate our farm — it is abso- 
lutely horrible," she said. 

“There are still some people 
like me remaining there. Some 
are dying, and some are walk- 
ing here." 


Demirel 

avoids 

blaming Iran 
for murders 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel . said 
Sunday security forces would 
throw light this week on a series 
of political murders over the past 
three years. 

He avoided direct answers to 
questions about alleged Iranian 
involve men t in the killings, but 
said nothing at a news conference 
to dispel suspicion that such a 
connection existed. 

“We most be very careful and 
have very accurate information 
before attributing any blame to 
Iran as a state," Mr. Demirel 
said. 

He said Iran and Turkey had 
vciy friendly relations and a 
“very sensitive situation" would 
arise if the security forces deter- 
mined that Tehran was impli- 
cated in the murders. 

“What goal would Iran reach 
by setting up a murder network in 
Turkey? I don't credit this," Mr. 
Demirel said. 

He said investigations of the 
murders were almost complete 
and security forces would make 
an announcement by Wednesday. 

“I think present information 
will help us to reach (Ugur) Mum- 
cu's killers," Mr. Demirel said. 
Mumcu, a left-wing journalist 
and researcher, was killed last 
Sunday by a powerful car bomb. 

The prime minister said light 
would also be thrown on the 
previously unsolved killings of 
four other prominent figures 
known for staunchly secular 
views, Cen Emec, Turan Dursun, 
Bahriye, Ucok and Muammer 
Aksoy, in the past three years. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Turks shouted anti-Iranian slo- 
gans at marches last week to 
protest against Mumcu's assas- 
sination. 

Iranian opposition leader Mas- 
soud Raj a vi urged Mr. Demirel 
to punish the perpetrators and 
dose “the mullahs' nests of terror 
and espionage and their, repre- 
sentations in Turkey." 

“It (Iran) has carried out more 
than 50 assassinations against Ira- 
nian refugees in Turkey atone. It 
ts a well-known feet that this 
regime is involved in the assas- 
sination of - nationals of other 
countries and also Turkish 
citizens such as ...Ugur Mumcu,” 
Mr. Rajavi said in a message to 
Mr. Demirel. 

The Iranian embassy has de- 
nfed any involvement in Mumcu's 
murder and Iranian Interior 
Minister AbdoUah Nouri said in 
Ankara last week that Iran had 
never supported terrori s m. 



Police officer killed by Algerian militants 

ALGIERS (R) — Three Muslim fundamentalist gunnaen 


the official radio said. The radio said the 53 -year-old officer, 
whom it did not name, was attacked as be drove in his car ctessto 
toh^nSe^tta residential distrto of Oran- It the , 
firet such attack in Oran since fundamentalist violence eniptedi*. 
the capital Algiers and other cities at the start of last year, killing 
about 210 security force members to date. 

Iran, N. Korea sign telecom, deal 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran will sell telecommunications equipment to 
North Korea and establish a direct satellite telephone link with rt. : 
under an agreement signed Sunday, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said. The deal was signed by the post and teleOTiunmoaea- 
tions ministers of the two countries, Mohammad Gharazi and 
Knn Hak-Sop, at the end of Mr. Kim’s visit to Tehran, it said.. 
Iran would offer training facilities for North Korean technicians 
and help modernise Pyongyang’s postal system, the ^gency^.i 
monitored in Nicosia, added. 

■ 

Extremist killed in clash with Cairo police 

CAIRO (AP) — A Muslim extremist was killed Sunday ta an 
Mrhan pfl of fire with police, the state-run Middle East Pfcws^ 
Agency reported. It said the extremist was killed in one of sevend; 
ambushes set by police to hunt remaining militants ui the Cafro.. 
district of Imbaba who attacked police patrols with fire bombs m; 
the past week. Imbaba is a hotbed for active Muslim extremists 
that witnessed several bloody dashes with police. Seway; 
thousands of troops combed the area late last year and declared if 
dean. Quoting police sources, the agency said the extremal, . 
identified only as an athlete named Magdi, opened fire at pouccil 
when he realised that be fell in the ambush. He was killed”” 
instantly when a police officer returned the fire. In addit ion 
attacking police patrols, the agency said Magdi was training his 
fellow militant in Karate. His death Sunday brought to four the 
number of people killed in extremist-related violence this year. ; 
Muslim militants were blamed for the killing of a Coptic Christian 
in southern Egypt on Jan. 5. Last year, 80 people were killed and 
133 wounded in extremist-related violence. 

Tehran asks India to compensate Iranians. 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran asked tbe Indian government Sunday to 
compensate Iranians for damages suffered during Huidu-Murihn 1 
dashes in Bombay, Iran's IRNA news agency said. Deputy; 
Foreign Minister Manachdir Mottaki, meeting India's Charge 
d’ Affaires in Tehran P. Dayal, presented the demand and called ‘ 
for measures to ensure the safety of Iranians in Bombay. Mr. 
Dayal said his government intended to pay the Bombay Iranians 
for the damages, IRNA said. A 15- year-old Iranian was killed and ' 
dozens of Iranian shops were destroyed duringl2 days of violence 
in Bombay in January in which more than 500 people died. The 
dashes followed heightened sectarian tensions across India since 
Hindu zealots destroyed a 1 6th century mosque in the northern ‘ 
town of Ayodhya in December. 


16 Iranian youngsters die in accident 

NICOSIA (R) — Six Iranian youngsters drowned when tire 
frozen surface of a swimming pool on which they were ice-skating 
cracked, trapping them in freezing water, Iran's IRNA news 
agency reported Sunday. The victims were three girls and three 
boys aged 9 to 18, it said, quoting Ettelaat newspaper for the 
accident which occured in Karaj, 40 kilometres west of Tehran. 


U.S. , Israel end the nuclear lies 


By Seymour Hersh 

GEORGE BUSH left President 
Bill Clinton a maze of unresolved 
foreign policy horrors from Haiti 
to the Balkans, but at its end his 
team was making progress m one 
essential area — coming to terms 
with a nudear-armed Israel and 
ending a 25-year policy of hypoc- 
risy. 

American and Israeli officials 
began secret talks last year over 
the future of Israel's big nuclear 
arsenal — talks aimed at ending 
the production of weapons-grade 
plutonium at the main Israeli 
nuclear reactor at Dimona in the 
Negev desert. 

The official position of the Un- 
ited States and its nuclear allies 
is, astonishingly, dial there is no 
positive evidence that Israel pos- 
sesses nuclear arms. Since the 
late Sixties, when Israel began 
manufacturing nuclear weapons, 
American presidents publicly saw 
no evil, heard no evil and spoke 
no evil about Israel’s constantly 
expanding arsenal. 

The fart that Israel and Amer- 
ica are now officially talking ab- 
out Israel’s bombs should end the 


increasingly shabby lies that have 
enormously damaged the 
attempts to persuade Third 
World nations to forgo develop- 
ment of n ucl ear weapons. 

An important first step in the 
disarmament process took place 
on Jan. 13 in Paris, when Israel 
and 143 other nations formally 
signed a treaty that calls for the 
destruction for all chemical 
weapons over the next 12 years. 
U.S. officials described the little- 
noted Israeli participation as a 
significant first step in building 
Israeli confidence in the disarma- 
ment process. On May 29, 1991, 
President Bash announced a new 
Middle East arms control in- 
itiative that became the basis for 
the current talks. One proposal 
called on the states in the region 
“to implement a verifiable ban on 
the production and acquisition of 
wea pons-usable nuclear mate- 
rial” such as enriched uranium or 
separated plutonium. 

A working group was assem- 
bled under two senior State De- 
partment officials, Frank Wisner 
and Robert Galluci. both of 
whom are apparently staying on 
in the Clinton administration. 


One Israeli official involved in 
the talks is David Ivry, director;' 
general of the Israeli Defence 
Ministry. 

Over tbe past few months, ini 
formed officials said, the U.S. 
team has been working out probe; 
dures for verifying an Israeli stop^ 
page of nudear production. One 
requirement was that there be. nti 
on-site inspection of the Israeli 
nudear reactor. 

Officials said tbe U.S. was con- 
fident it could verify reactor 
activity and production with ex- 
ternal equipment such as satel- 
lites with sensors. 

Those states on the threshold 
of going nudear — and there are 
as many as 40 other nations that 
««id go nudear in the next 
generation — will watch the Qin- 
ton administration's treatment of 
Israel with interest. If there is no 
significant and continuing effort 
to defuse the nudear issue in the 
Middle East, Washington wfll 
nave seriously diminished its abil- 
ity to limit the emergence of 
independent nuclear powers — ; 
The Observer. 
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Home News 




^House to discuss call 
^ for mandatory voting 


^ili 



eai 


deputies calling for an amend- 
ment to the Election Law of 1986 
which would make voting in 
general elections mandatory for 
all eligible citizens, according to 
an announcement Monday. 

The proposal said an amend- 
ment to the Election Law should 
also grant the right to vote to 
1 8- year-old Jordanians. 

A proposal submitted by 40 
deputies, demanding that Jordan 
adopt a special law banning the 
Kingdom from closing its borders 
with any neighbouring Arab 
country or imposing a sea, land or 
air trace embargo on Arab states, 
will also be . discussed Wednes- 
day, according to the announce- 
ment. 


The House will also take up the 
topic submitted by Deputy Man- 
sour Murad calling on the govern- 
ment to entrust the Audit Bureau 
with direct control of the funds 
owned by and at the disposal of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

A report by the House Foreign 
Relations Committee on Pales- 
tine and the crisis sparked by 
Israel's Dec. 17 expulsion of 
more than 400 Palestinians will 
also be reviewed, the announce- 
ment said. 

The House Judiciary Commit- 
tee will convene Saturday to dis- 
cuss an amendment to the coun- 
try’s Municipalities Law of 1992 
and the Temporary Landlord and 
Tenants Law of 1982. another 
statement said. 



Fidd Marshal Fathi Aba Taleb meets with Cyprus British Forces 
‘ Commander and the British ambassador to Jordan Monday at 
• Army Headquarters 



i.tf: 



: Abu Taleb meets visiting 
: British commander 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
(the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
! Marsha] Fathi Abu Taleb Mon- 
day received at the Jordan 
: Armed Forces General Head- 
quarters the commander of the 
British Forces in Cyprus, Major 
.General A.F.C. Hunter. 

Field Marsha] Abu Taleb and 
-the visiting British officer discus- 
sed Jordanian British coopera- 


tion and issues of common in- 
terest. 

On Sunday, Field Marshal Abu 
Taleb received the first deputy of 
the cbief of staff of the Russian 
Armed Forces, Lieutenant 
General Andrei Nicolai, and re- 
viewed scopes of Jordanian- 
Russian cooperation and issues of 
common interest. 


Jordan, Britain hold joint 
iexercises in the desert 


-»• ; AMMAN (AP) — Jordanian and 
; British soldiers started joint exer- 
-cises Monday in the Kingdom's 
1 central desert, a senior Jordanian 
. . ' -officer said. 

■ The last joint exercise was con- 
. t :ducted in November 1992. 

The officer, who cannot be 
_ . identified by name under military 

rules, said at least ISO British 

soldiers and COO Jordanian troops 

n |l ; were participating in the “Saffron 
if -.Sands' 1 exercise near Qatrana, 80 
kilo metres south of Amman. 


He refused to give further de- 
tails, but suggested the drills in- 
cluding parachuting and air cover 
could last more than three days. 

A British military press spokes- 
man, Major Rocky Hitchcock, 
told the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview from Cyprus 
that press invitations for die 
games were blocked by the Jorda- 
nian government last week. 

“We regrettably had to with- 
draw press facilities." Maj. 
Hitchcock said. “I have no idea 
why they were cancelled. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King visits Prime Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein visited Monday 
the Prime Ministry where he was received by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the deputy prime ministers, the ministers 
of state and the secretary general of the Prime Ministry. King 
Hussein had a meeting with Sharif Zeid to discuss several 
domestic and foreign issues. The meeting was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Khaied A1 Karafci. 

Bataineh meets Al Bashir Hospital heads 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Aref Al Bataineh visited 
Monday Al Bashir Hospital in Amman and met with the beads of 
its various departments and sections for talks on possible means of 
developing the medical services offered to citizens at the hospital. 
The minister was briefed on the hospital’s needs and said the 
ministry will meet them in accordance with capabilities. 

Students display talents in Irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — A plastic art exhibition opened Monday at the 
exhibition hall of Trbid municipality. The week-long exhibition, 
which includes works by students at the fine arts department of 
Irbid Girls Community College, depicts natural scenery and 
national issues. 

Irbid reviews past, future projects 

IRBID (Petra) — A meeting was held Monday at Irbid 
governorate to review the achievements in the past and future 
projects. Irbid Governor Fayez Al Abbadi, who chaired the 
meeting, called on the concerned authorities in the governorate to 
inteiaify their efforts to provide the best services to citizens. 

Health centre opens in Petra 

PETRA (Petra) — A new health centre was opened Monday in 
the ancient Nabatean city of Petra by Health Minister Aref Al 
Bataineh. The centre, which will offer medical services to the local 
residents of the area, as well as tourists, will be staffed by one 
* doctor and one nurse. Dr. Bataineh said the centre was provided 
. with all the necessary medical equipment and medicines. He said 
; the ministry is always eager to offer medical services to citizens in 
all parts of Jordan. The ministry, he said, has appointed an 
' orthopaedist and gynaecologist at the nearby Wadi Musa Com- 
! pre he reive Health Centre. On Monday, Dr. Bataineh attended 
Arbor Day celebrations at Wadi Musa, where 1,000 forest tree 
saplings were planted by citizens. 

Ramtha health officials meet on plans 

RAMTHA (Petra) — The Ramtha Health Department held a 
meeting Monday under the chairmanship of its director Atallah 
Al Doujan . and discussed its achievements and educational 
development plans. Mr. Doujan stressed at tbe importance of 
- well-prepared educational, plans and tbe need to follow-up on 
their implementation. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson meets Monday with FAFO officials from Norway to 
discuss a new concept of security (Petra photo) 


Prince Hassan calls for 
new concept of security 


Cold, wet 
weather 
to stay 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The cold, 
rainy and snowy weather current- 
ly affecting the Kingdom is likely 
to continue until Thursday in 
most regions, with rain con- 
tinuing in tbe southern parts of 
Jordan on Friday, according to a 
statement to the Department of 
Meteorology Monday. 

The statement said a depress- 
ion centered over Cyprus is 
affecting areas east of tbe 
Mediterranean region, bringing 
heavy rain and snow to high 
mountainous areas. 

Snow was expected early Tues- 
day morning in regions rising 
1,000 metres above sea level, but 
rain was expected to affect most 
other areas of Jordan, the state- 
ment sajd. 

The statement said a colder air 
mass was expected to affect Jor- 
dan Tuesday evening, causing 
snow fall in regions rising 700 
metres above sea I eve, and a 
further drop in temperatures. 

According to the department, 
the snow storm will be accompa- 
nied by gale-iorce winds especial- 
ly in the mountainous regions of 
the country, while temperatures 
will be around 0°C. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday emphasised the need to 
bring about a change in the con- 
cept of security, away from its 
limited traditional view based on 
armament, and towards a com- 
prehensive view that embodies 
humanitarian, economic, en- 
vironmental and health dimen- 


sions. 

The Prince addressed a visiting 
four-member team representing 
FAFO, a research centre for ap- 
plied science based in Norway. 

He told the group, at a meeting 
at the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), that FAFO's activities 
contributed towards promoting 


the cause of world peace. 

The FAFO team reviewed a 
working paper prepared by 
Prince Hassan on the concept of 
common security' which advo- 
cates security not in terms of the 
military or the absence of war. 
but rather ensuring economic, 
environmental, health, humanita- 
rian and cultural security. 


King gives JPA 
land for new site 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At the instructions 
of His Majesty King Hussein, the 
Ministry of Youth announced the 
assignment of a two-dunum plot 
of land to the Jordan Press Asso- 
ciation (JPA). 

The announcement was made 
by JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah who, accompanied by the . 
JPA board, called on Minister of 
Youth Saleh Irsheidat Monday to 
express the association's appre- 
ciation to the King and govern- 
ment for the gift. 

Mr. Qudah told the Jordan 
Times that the JPA board will 
begin planning for the construc- 
tion of a permanent headquarters 
for the association and a press 
club on the plot, located near the 
Martyrs Monument. 

In a statement quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, Mr. 
Qudah said the generous offer 
reflects King Hussein's apprecia- 
tion of the important role of the 
Jordanian press which, he added, 
has assumed added importance 
under the umbrella of democra- 
cy. 

Mr. Qudah said that the King 


ICARDA 



Suleiman Al Qudah 


has repeatedly expressed his de- 
sire to sec this project im- 
plemented. 

A permanent headquarters for 
the press will enable the JPA to 
host meetings with individuals 
from Jordan and abroad, and 
serve as an effective forum for 
different political activities in 
support of Arab causes, Mr. 
Qudah said. 

He said endeavours are already 
underway to raise the required 
sums to finance this important 
project. 


assesses 


Jordanian, U.S, universities to establish 
postgraduate courses on water studies 


By Sausan Gbosbeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Director of the 
State of Washington's Water Re- 
search Centre and professor at 
Washington State University 
(WSU) William H. Funk is visit- 
ing Jordan with a team from 
WSU to set up better “linkage” 
between the University of Jordan 
and WSU. 

Among the term’s priorities is 
the establishment of a postgradu- 
ate degree programme in water 
studies between both universities, 
where students from Jordan will 
take courses at WSU and return 
to the Kingdom for research. 

In the near future. Dr. Funk 
hopes this programme would ex- 
pand to include bringing WSU 
students to Jordan for istudy and 
research. - 

In addition to student ex- 
change, this programme offers 
exchange of scientists from both 
countries. 

The WSU team is working with 
the Water and Environment Re- 


search and Study Centre 
(WERSC) at the University of 
Jordan. 

According to WERSC, its goal 
is to conduct “research on the 
development and management of 
water resources, and the protec- 
tion of the environment from 
pollution and degradation.” 

The WSU team will be assisting 
the centre in developing a curri- 
culum for water resource man- 
agement. 

Professor of soil physics at 
WSU David Mu! la said: “There 
are very serious pollution prob- 
lems in Jordan, and the Ministry 
of Water is very capable of de- 
signing strategies for dealing with 
those problems. However, there 
are some gaps in knowledge.” 

The WSU team and WERSC 
are working together to fill In 
these gaps. 

For instance, one of their pro- 
jects ts to determine the quanti- 
ties of organic chemicals in some 
of the wateis. 

This study is significant be- 
cause some organic chemicals can 
be hazardous to the bacteria that 


are used in treatment plants. 

In addition to this project. Dr. 
Mulla said there will probably be 
a “significant amount of research 
into re-use of treated waste water 
for irrigation.” 

Dr. Funk said “we hope to 
develop other funding” to con- 
tinue and extend this project. 
Funding is especially needed to 
purchase laboratory chemicals 
and equipment, in order to en- 
able the laboratories in Jordan to 
perform more advanced studies 
and research. 

WSU has had a history of 
cooperation with the University 
of Jordan. 

Dr. Funk describes their work 
as joint participation and not as 
assistance. 

He said: “We learn as much as 
we present ...'You have excellent 
human resources, you have a very 
well-educated, very capable 
faculty." 

Dr. Funk concluded by saying 
that he hopes more conferences 
and workshops on this topic will 
be held, in order to better under- 
stand each other’s problems. 



Abdullah Ensour 

Jordan opens 
trade fair 
in Sanaa 

SANAA (Petra) — industry and 
Trade Minister Abdullah Ensour 
opened Monday in Sanaa the 
second Jordanian Industrial Fair 
in the presence of Yemeni Supply 
and Trade Minister Fad! Abdul- 
lah. 

Dr. Ensour and the Yemeni 
minister toured the various sec- 
tions of the fair, which included 
100 pavilions displaying products 
manufactured by more than 30 
Jordanian companies. 

Featured at the fair are phar- 
maceutical, engineering, leather, 
chemical, plastic, construction, 
agricultural and cosmetic pro- 
ducts plus furniture, textiles and 
clothing. 

In a statement to the press. Dr. 
Ensour said the fair will give 
many Yemeni citizens the chance 
to be familiarised with Jordanian 
commodities which compete in 
terms of quality with the most 
renowned international products. 

It will also give them the 
chance to be acquainted with the 
progress and development 
achieved by the industrial sector 
! in Jordan. 

The Yemeni minister com- 
mended the quality of the Jorda- 
nian products displayed at the 
fair, saying that this reflects tbe 
development witnessed in the in- 
dustrial sector in the Kingdom. 

“The fact that there are more 
than 100 pavilions is another evi- 
dence to the success of Jordan 
and the wisdom of its leadership 
and people," Mr. Abdullah said. 

“The fair is a source of pride 
for Jordan and for the Arabs,” he 
added. 


Insulin drive launched 
for diabetics in Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Emergency Health Committee is 
launching a campaign to help 
Iraq’s 400,000 diabetics get in- 
sulin. 

According to committee 
spokesman Mamdouh Al Abba- 
di. 150,000 Iraqi diabetics are in 
immediate danger because of the 
lack of insulin in hospitals and 
health centres. 

Addressing a press conference 
at the Professional Association 
Complex Sunday, Dr. Abbadi 
said the shortages resulted from 
the “unjust sanctions imposed on 
the Iraqi people for the past two 
years despite the fact that medical 
supplies and equipment are ex- 
empted. Dr. Abbadi urged the 
World Health Organisation 


(WHO) and human rights 
societies around the world, as 
well as the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to 
extend humanitarian assistance to 
the Iraqi people. 

The committee has bought 
quantities of insulin from Euro- 
pean markets and plans to send 
the first shipment to Iraq in the 
coming week. Dr. Abbadi said. 

He said the committee also 
plans to raise JD 100,000 to 
purchase insulin, and expressed 
hope that Jordanian citizens will 
back this campaign. 

Dr. Abbadi said the 400,000 
Iraqi diabetics require at least 
half a million doses of insulin 
annually. 


Snow, rain add to evictees’ woes 


(Continued from page 1) 

Resolution 799,” Dr. Rantisi told 
reporters. 

“On this we are firmer than the 
rocks surrounding us.” 

Snow fell on the camp at dawn 
and covered surrounding hills. 
Driving rain later Monday turned 
the windswept hillside camp into 
a muddy quagmire, flooding tents 
and soaking the expellees. 

Despite the worsening weath- 
er, the Palestinians managed to 
receive jackets and vegetables 


smuggled to them on mules at 
night from villages in Lebanese 
government-held territory. 

Dr. Rantisi accused the U.N. 
and U.S. of double standards in 
their dealing with Arabs and 
Israel but said he was confident 
Washington would not 1 veto un- 
precedented sanctions against 
Israel. 

He said Washington “would 
lose all its credibility and its Gulf 
war allies" if it used its veto at the 
Security Council. 



The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition entitled ‘‘Modernist Still Life Photographed" al the 
American Centre. 

☆ Medical book exhibition at Al Bashir Hospital. 

☆ Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Syrian artist Nazir 
Nab’a at Baladna Art Gallery. 

■ir Plastic art exhibition by Ahed Bani Yassin and Nawwaf 
Manded at Deir Abee Saeed Girls* Secondary Scbol. 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

£ Engfisb-subtitled Italian film entitled “D Coraggio Di Par- 
lare” (The Courage to Speak) at the Royal Culture Centre at 8 
p.m. 


regional projects 


Amman 
to upgrade 
water lines 

AMMAN (Petra) — While the 
Amman region ranks best in the 
country in terms of available 
drinking water — about 98 per 
cent of its residents receive tap 
water in their homes — it is 
considered a water deficit area, 
that depends mainly on pumping 
water from distant areas such as 
Azraq and Deir Alia, Amman 
Governor Issa Al Omari said. 

He said the water and irriga- 
tion sector in the governorate 
plans to better exploit water by 
developing water sources and 
finding new ones. 

He added that there are plans 
to build dams, particularly in the 
Madaba area, to increase surface 
and underground water sources. 

In addition.- Mr. Omari said, 
the governorate plans to extend 
new water networks for industrial 
and domestic use. replace the old 
networks, connect all the gov- 
emorate’s areas with the sewer- 
age network, and establish new 
waste water treatment plants. 

He said the governorate im- 
plemented several projects last 
year, which included properly 
equipping the Al Waleh and 
Heedan wells and laying 3.5 
kilometres of water pipes at a cost 
of JD 2,030,000, and linking the 
Al Waleh well with the southern 
Amman areas with 42 kilometres 
of water pipes at a cost of 
JD 200,000. 

The governorate also spent 
JD 150,000 on the Abu Nuseir-Al 
Jubeiha-Yajouz water pipeline. 
JD 51,000 on the Wasfi Tell 
Street pipeline and and 
JD 40.000 on the Al Jubeiha 
sewerage network, the governor 
said. 

He said in 1992 the Amman 
Governorate Development 
.Council spent JD 4,278,394 on 
water and irrigation projects. 


U.S. to list Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

States defines as “terrorism." 

An Israeli diplomat said inclu- 
sion of Hamas in the report 
would bring greater attention to 
bear on its activities. Israel argues 
that international criticism of the 
expulsions is unfair because it 
ignores the nature of Hamas and 
the wave of killings of Israelis by 
Hamas guerrillas. 

Hamas, the arm of the Palesti- 
nian Muslim Brotherhood, was 
founded in Gaza in 1989 shortly 
after the beginning of the intifa- 
da. It has never before been 
included in the State Depart- 
ment's report. 

This year's report will discuss 
the group’s increasing power and 
support in the occupied territor- 
ies. It will state that Hamas has 
the support or sympathy of “tens 
of thousands of Palestinians " the 
Scare Department official said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
cooperation with the Aleppo- 
based International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) was reviewed 
here Monday by Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Khasawneh and a 
seven member ICARDA team. 
Dr. Khasawneh said Jordan is 
eager to promote cooperation to 
increase food production. 

ICARDA has a number of 
projects in Jordan, Syria and 
other Middle East countries 
aimed at increasing agricultural 
produce and improving farming 
in dry lands. 

One of ICARDA's major acti- 
vities is the Mashreq project: an 
agricultural venture involving 
Jordan. Iraq, Syria and ICAR- 
DA, and financed by the U.N. 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment (AFESD). 

- * According to Jihad Karadsheh, 
head of the project in Jordan, the 
Mashreq scheme aims to increase 
the country's production of bar- 
ley, forage and sheep in the critic- 
al zones which receive a max- 
imum of only 300 millimetres of 
rain annually. 

He said the project focuses on 
transferring technology to far- 
mers and sheep-owners. 


ICARDA administers the pro- 
ject and provides the necessary 
technical know-how. 

Last September ICARDA held 
a meeting in Amman with dele- 
gates from the region, including 
Cyprus and Turkey, to assess the 
Mashreq project in the three 
Arab states. 

Regional Coordinator for 
ICARDA Nasri Haddad told the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, that 
the ICARDA team is currently 
touring the region to conduct an 
assessment of its operations and 
to look into possibilities of in- 
creasing its activities. 

The ICARDA met with the 
Dean of the Agriculture Faculty 
at the Jordan University of Scien- 
ce and Technology (JUST), to 
discuss bilateral cooperation, and 
plans to visit the ICARDA re- 
gional office in Amman and the 
National Centre for Agricultural 
Research and Technology Trans-, 
fer (NCARTT), in the Mushaqar 
area to discuss their activities and 
research programmes. 

Dr. Haddad said the team also 
plans to visit the University of 
Jordan to discuss cooperation 
with its Technology Centre, 
which is involved in the produc- 
tion of seeds at the University's 
Faculty of Agriculture. 


AMO board allows West Bank imports 

AMMAN (Petra) — The board of directors of the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation (AMO) held a meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Agriculture Minister Fayez Al Khasawneh. The 
meeting reviewed a recommendations by AMO’s technical 
committee on Jordan’s agricultural exports and imports, as well as 
allowing agricultural produce into Jordan from the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. It also discussed the 
constituent system of the Jordanian Vegetables and Fruits 
Exporters Society. The board decided to allow the Jordanian 
Agricultural Processing Company to import 1,000 tonnes of 
onions during February. It also permitted importing onions from 
the West Bank at an average of two tonnes per dunum, and 
carrots at the rate of one tonne per each dunum. 



Inter. Continental honours 
tour agents, airlines 


AMMAN — The Jordan Inter- operating in Jordan. 
.Continental Hotel Sunday even- Die minister and hotel General 
ing held a reception at the Crown Manager Shawqi Ayoub pre- 
Restaurant under the patronage sented award certificates to the 
of Minister of Tourism Yana! guests whose organisations sup- 
Hikmat to honour representa- ported the activities of the hotel 
fives of tourist agents and airlines in the past year. 


TENDERS NOTICE 

The Projects Direclorate/Minislry oi Education announces the retendering ol the following two tenders which are 
part of the sixth Education Protect (Extension/Saving) No. 2378-Jo, financed by the World Bank- 

Tenders No. Title Fees JD 

8/92 Pre-Vocational Edu. W/Sh 5.000 

9/92 General Furniture 5.000 

(E/S) 

interested bidders are invited to collect tenders documents from procurement division of the Project:! 
Directorate/Ministry of Education, starting January 30th. 1993 against the payment of the above fees. 
Closing date will be 1 1:00 a.m. of February 2flth. 1993. 

Hoad of Special 
Tenders Committee 
Khalid Al GhazzawL 
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Half solutions won’t do 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin appears to 
be feeling the heat from Washington this time over the 
non-compliance of his government with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799 demanding the return of the 
Palestinian expellees. 

Bat he is offering half measures to defuse the 
stand-off with the U.S. and the rest of the international 
community. 

First, Rabin was propagating the argument that the 
international community should await the final judge- 
ment of its high court on the issue of expulsions before 
the Security Council entertains applying sanctions 
against it. 

Some Western leaders including President Clinton 
took this Israeli bait and decided to lobby for 
postponement of any international forceful action 
a gains t Israel in deference to a possible positive 
intervention by the Israeli judiciary. Now, however, 
the entire world, including the new U.S. president, 
knows the tote of that Israeli tactical move and realise 
that it was intended only to gain time. 

As the standoff between Israel and the Security 
Council continued, the supporters of Israel on this 
issue have been effectively left with no more pretexts to 
prolong the agonies of the Palestinian expellees 
stranded now for more than 40 days and nights In 
no-man’s land. So Rabin is making additional “over- 
tures*’ to ease the pressure on his government and 
other foreign governments which sympathised with 
him at a considerable cost to their credibility and 
fairness. One of these latest Israeli tactics is to allow a 
few Palestinians to return as part of a “goodwill” 
gestme aimed to head off International punitive 
actions against Israel. 

This kind of partial solutions should be rejected 
outright simply because Resolution 799 is not subject 
to partial or piecemeal implementation. Any favour- 
able response to Israeli manoeuvring would therefore 
do grave injustice to the international organisation and 
stands to undermine its reputation and authority. 

There is but one solution to the dispute between 
Israel and the comity of nations at large and that is to 
accept the judgement of the Security Council and 
imptenient It in full. Given the bankruptcy of the 
Israeli thesis that expelling more than 400 Palestinians 
would end the cycle of violence in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, as evidenced by the new wave 
of attacks against Israeli army soldiers. Israel must 
look for more effective ways to achieve peace at home 
and abroad. One sure way to do this is to make peace 
with its neighbours on the basis of justice and 
legitimacy. Anything short of that would only extend 
the cycle of violence and endanger the security of, 
above all, Israel itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THERE ARE indications that the scheduled U.N. Security 
Council session to deal with the question of the expellees will not 
take place in view of the U.S. pressure exercised on the Arab 
parties, said Al Dust our Arabic daily Monday. It is no secret also 
that the United States has been exercising pressure on the 
Security Council itself to prevent any debate on this issue for Fear 
of exposing Israel to a confrontation with the United Nations, said 
the daily. Indeed. Washington has been demanding that the 
council wait until the Israeli High Court of Justice has issued its 
ruling, but since that court has already declared its verdict it 
would be difficult for Washington to continue to provide 
protection to Israel and its practices and its disregard of the 
council's resolutions, the paper continued. The U.S. administra- 
tion is trying to avoid the use of the veto at any council session 
that condemns Israel or tries to impose punitive measures on the 
Jewish stale for its present position, the paper added. Yet, by 
doing so. Washington is disrupting, the work of the world 
organisation and tampering with its credibility while, at the same 
time, encouraging Israel to pursue mal-practices against the 
Palestinians, the paper added. The paper said that Washington’s 
tactics behind the scene have serious implications because they 
aim at forcing the world organisation to grant Israel special rights 
and privileges not enjoyed by any other nation on earth, and 
backing the Jewish state's refusal to respect the world commun- 
ity’s rules. 

THE GOVERNMENT’S decision to hike the price of bread by 10 
fils per kilogramme came under fire by columnist Saleh Al Qallab 
in Al Dustour daily. The government should have studied this 
measure very carefully before applying it since bread constitutes 
the main staple for the majority of the Jordanian families, said the 
writer. Some might say that 10 fils a kilo would not affect the 
standard of living in this country, but those who say this do not 
belong to the majority of people living around the poverty line, he 
said. Thu writer said that many large families, whose children 
sometimes go to sleep on empty stomachs and who seldom smell 
meat and live on tea and bread for many days, will find it hard to 
cope under the newly-added burdens. When the government 
raised the price of diesel oil last year, it was the poor who suffered 
most; with the hike of the prices of bread, the poor who from the 
majority, will face more hardships, added the writer. We realise 
the motives behind hiking the price of bread, with the current 
difficult circumstances facing the Kingdom, said the writer, but 
there definitely are other commodities, not so essential, whose 
price could have been raised without affecting the poor majority. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Bihowilf 


What shall triumph on this mountain — composure or emotion? 

•». . • inA A rah Ictftrn H 


The ongoing diplomatic tug-of-war over the fate of the Palesti- 
nians expelled by Israel to southern Lebanon appears to be a 
rather straightforward contest between Palestinian obstinacy and 
Israeli intransigence. On the surface, the odds seem heavily 
stacked against the Palestinians, given the overall dependency 
Status and weakness of the Arab World and the traditional 
reluctance of the United States, and the West in general, to force 
Israeli compliance with United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions. As we have come to learn, however, in the Holy Land and 
the wider Middle East things are rarely what they appear to be. 
This is a land of mysticism, desert mirages, miracles, holy writs for 
a glooal audience, allegories, parables, and prophecy, a land 
where tangible events and objects before our eyes more often 
than not relate to far greater visions and deeper passions. So it is 
with Israel and the Palestinians in southern Lebanon. 

The Palestinians in southern Lebanon are symbols of several 
human, political and historical processes that the Israelis should 
fear, the Arabs should welcome and the Americans probably 
don’t much care about as long as they have enough oil to power 
their drive-in churches and all-night taco stands. 

On the human level, this is a battle whereby the Palestinians, 
refreshingly and mightily supported by the Lebanese government, 
once again show that they are prepared to suffer and pay the price 
of nationhood. The Palestinian-Lebanese posture in this standoff 
is quite novel in terms of contemporary Arab history, because it 
reflects a willingness to struggle, suffer and endure deprivation, 
rather than a reflexive submission to the comforts of the flesh. the 
dictates of the dollar, and the exigencies of foreign protection. 
This is not surprising. Since the early 1980s, the combination of 
Lebanese and Palestinian resistance to Israeli military might and 
distorted American diplomatic power has been at the forefront of 
what I have referred to as the Arab reawakening — the ongoing 
struggle for a more decent, equitable and durable Arab political 
order based on less militarism and autocracy and on more social 
and econo- nic justice, authentic national identity, and personal 
dignity. 

On the historical level, this standoff symbolises a turning point 
in tbe very essence of the Palestinian-Zionist and Arab-Israeli 
conflicts that have defined our last century of Middle Eastern 
history: Israel’s physical expulsion of Palestinians from the land of 
Palestine, its disregard for international law and norms and its 
imposition of political realities on neighbouring Arab states. The 
20th century saw the Short-term triumph of Zionist ideology and 
goals and the disenfranchisement and dispersal of the Palesti- 
nians, but the 21st century — which effectively srarted with the 
collapse of communism and apartheid in 1990/1991 — promises to 
witness victory for the Palestinians in terms of the implementation 
of Palestinian national rights alongside Israel. 

The above two human and historical factors combine to create 
the third, or political, process at hand, which is basically 
threefold: that Israel must comply with international law and 
U.N. resolutions like all other countries must do; that the United 
States cannot perpetually champion, fund, excuse and rationalise 
blatant aggression, predatory violence, and the self-annointed 
racism and superior political morality of its friend and ally Israel, 


regardless of tbe mum bo-jumbo of “special relationships’’, the 
offensive presumptuousness of an Israeli/Jewish “higher moral- 
ity” or the very serious, quantifiable and mercantile business of 
urban electoral politics m the United States; and that the security 
and stability of the Middle East should be assured through a 
political settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict that effectively 
treats the Palestinians and Israelis as equals in human terms, 
which ultimately will translate into a parallel political parity. 
Israel started oft as a British promise of “a national home” in 
Palestine and now is a powerful and predatory state. The idea of a 
Palestinian state today will similarly become a reality in time, 
though one hopes without the militaristic edge of the Israeli state. 
The point is, to seek modest, transitional goals today does not 
rule out — and probably guarantees — the attainment of national 
rights and aspirations in tbe longer term. 

The current political process started in late 1991 with the 
question of the United States' $10 billion loan guarantees for 
Israel, which Washington delayed and fudged until Israel indi- 
cated that its programme of American-funded Jewish colonialism 
in the West Bank and Gaza would slow down or perhaps even be 
frozen. In this latest round, a similar political process is at work: 
the world insists that Israel cannot continue such blatant and 
inhuman denial of Palestinian rights, whether individual human 
rights or collective national rights. 

The United States is caught in an uncomfortable position 
because it appears to finance and excuse Israel's political and 
moral violence against the Palestinians at a time when Washing- 
ton is the driving force behind collective action through the 
United Nations to stop similarly offensive transgressions, vio- 
lence, and rights denials in other parts of the world. 

Israel’s short-term problem is that its emotional stranglehold 
over the West is slowly becoming unhinged, as its old tricks no 
longer impress: it cannot lay daim to higher political or 
ideological rights on the basts of the persecution and mass 
suffering of Jews in Europe half a century ago, because it is the 
strong party today doing tbe persecution and inflicting the 
suffering on Arabs; it cannot sell itself and its services as the 
bastion against the penetration of communism in the Middle East, 
because communism has rolled over and died; it cannot perpetu- 
ate the fantasy of its role as a potential protector of Arab oil for 
the use of the western industrialised democracies, because the 
western industrialised democracies are now doing their own 
protection; it can no longer sell the racism and phoney tales of 
19th century European colonialism, tales of pioneering Jews who 
are making the desert bloom in an empty land devoid of 
Palestinian Arabs, because the vitality and reality of Palestinian 
identity has imposed itself on the consciousness of the world in a 
dramatic way; and it has little chances of success in securing 
exaggerated western sympathy, cash or credible apologists on the 
baas of claiming that it is mortally threatened by powerful Arab 
armies, because most of those armies are fighting Israel a lot less 
these days, in favour of fighting their own people, fighting one 
another, or fighting the western superpowers. 

Israel is trying to deal with these veiy serious constraints by 
creating a new- and frightening spectre: Islamic fundamentalism. 


wav Islam in general, 3iid Arab Isfam in 
OT ’i b ^^Sm a rwiiTSpJally as tbe United Sates, 
particular, ruse .u/west seem to need an external threat 
^^i^to^direSIheir deep fried chicken commercial 
against wh,cb . "HL ahistorical ^nse. of global self-importance. If 

asking more or less the same question 

finanders-fioaidians-apologists in Washington, when w »l Israel 
fi^Uy^vebytoeMme rules as other countries, andimplement 
U.N. resolutions with the same compulsion impressed on many 
other countries in the world? 

They will try to ignore this reality in Washington and Israel Tmt 
they cannot ignore it for very long without looking really fo^- 
Our job is to maintain the world's focus on the double-standards 
that pertain here, keep pointing out the facts, jnle on the 
diplomatic pressure and continue forcing humankind s and 
history’s inexorable quest for stability and order based onjisnce. 
Tbe best place to do all of these things is in the currently paused 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. Our hearts and hopes are wrth the men 
living in tents in southern Lebanon, but we have to resist the 
temptation that Israel is dangling before us, which is to submit to 
emotionalism and to break off the peace talks unless all the 
expelled Palestinians are returned home. 

The fact is, expulsions of Palestinians are among tbe last gasps 
of the old Middle Eastern order and Israel’s old 20th century 
deceptions. They are acts and symbols of the old ways that are 
now failing, and that — like apartheid and communism — — will 
gradually unravel and crumble under the weight of their own 
audacity, unnatural ism and inhumanity. The new ways and the 
more facing structures of national identity and regional stability 
will be devised in part at the Middle East peace talks, as well as in 
the minds and living rooms of Arabs, Muslims. Semites and other 
Middle Easterners throughout this region. 

When the emotional pressures of the present push us to the 
edge of anger and despair, and the frightening reality of our 
fragmentation and dependence drive us towards total disillusion- 
ment, and the harsh violence of Zionism tempts us to respond 
with equal hatred and harshness, we should learn from our past 
experiences and pause for a moment of analysis. We should then 
make an extra effort to summon the counterbalancing composure 
of historical process, or else be doomed to do this again next year, 
on another mountain, with yet another cast of Israeli and 
American politicians who look at us with fear, disbelief and 
disdain, but who do not see us as human beings. 

© RAMI G. KHOURI 


With its uranium shells, Desert 
Storm may have sown death 


By Eric Hoskins 


AMMAN, Jordan — The Gulf 
war lives on, as this week’s air 
strikes against Iraq have proved. 
But the conflict goes beyond Iraqi 
missile batteries in foibidden 
places. It extends frighteningly to 
radioactive artillery shells used by 
the coalition forces two years 
ago. The spent rounds may be the 
cause of fatal illnesses, inchidmg 
cancer and mysterious new sto- 
mach ailments, showing up in 
Iraqi children. 

Due to sanctions and war, tbe 
death rate of children under five 
has tripled. In the first eight 
months 1991 alone, 50,000 chil- 
dren died. 

Known as depleted uranium 
penetrators, the shells were de- 
veloped by the Pentagon in the 
late 1970s as anti-tank, armor- 
piercing projectiles. 

Depleted uranium, which 
makes up the shell's core, is a 
radioactive by-product of the en- 
richment process used to make 
atomic bombs and nuclear fuel 
rods. The material is extremely 
hard and abundant and provided 
free to weapons manufacturers by 
the nuclear industry. When fired, 
the core bursts into a searing 
flame that helps pierce the armor 
of tanks and other military 
targets. Diesel vapors inside the 
tank are ignited and the crew is 
burned alive. 

In the six-week land war 
against Iraq. U.S. and allied 
coalition tanks, artillery and 
attack planes fired at least 10.000 
of the 150-millimetre 2.7- to 3.6- 
kilogramme shells. 

A confidential report by Un- 
ited Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority, written in April 1991 
and leaked to the London news- 
paper The Independent in 
November of that year, estimates 
that at least 40 tonnes of depleted 
uranium were dispersed in Iraq 
and Kuwait during the war. 

Among other things, the de- 
pleted uranium rounds forced the 
Pentagon to concede additional 
friendly-fire casualties when 
traces of radioactivity were found 
on destroyed coalition military 
vehicles. Iraqi forces did not have 
uranium penetrators. 

While it is too early to prove a 
link, many health experts suspect 
that the postwar increase in child- 
hood cancer and mysterious swol- 
len abdomens is due. at least in 
part, to the radioactive shells. 
United Nations personnel and aid 
workers have seen children play- 
ing with empty shells, abandoned 
weapons and destroyed tanks. In 
Basra, a foreign doctor saw a 
child using depleted uranium 
shells as hand puppets. 

The Pentagon insists that de- 
pleted uranium is “very, very 
mildly radioactive” and that the 
shells arc not radioactive enough 
to be classified as a "radiological 
weapon.” it has claimed that 


allied tank crews firing the rounds 
received little radiation, the 
equivalent of a chest X-ray each 
day. 

Most doctors and scientists 
agree that even mild radiation is 
dangerous and increases one’s risk 
of cancer. More important, the 
health risk becomes much greater 
once the projectile has been 
fired. 

After being fired, the broken 
shells release uranium particles in 
the air. Tbe airborne particles 
enter tbe body easily. The ura- 
nium then deposits itself in bon- 
es, organs and cells. 

Children are especially vulner- 
able because their cells divide 
rapidly as they grow. In pregnant 
women, absorbed uranium can 
cross the placenta into the blood- 
stream of tbe fetus. 

In addition to its radioactive 
dangers, uranium is chemically 
toxic, tike lead, and can damage 
tbe kidneys or lungs. Perhaps the 
fatal epidemic of swollen abdo- 
mens among Iraqi children is 
caused by kidney failure resulting 
from uranium poisoning. What- 
ever the effect of the depleted 
uranium shells, it is made worse 
by manutrition and poor health 
conditions. 

The British report called the 
presence of depleted uranium in 
Iraq and Kuwait a "significant 
problem,” concluding that there 
is enough uranium there to cause 
“tens of thousands of potential 
deaths.” 

Fortunately, there have been 
no reports of uranium-related 
illnesses in Kuwait. That may be 
because fewer uranium shells 
were used there — ■ most of the 
heavy ground fighting took place 
in southern Iraq — and because 
the country was cleaned up after 
tbe war. 

The danger posed by the ura- 
nium shells is widely recognised. 
In July, German authorities 
arrested Siegwart Gunther, direc- 
tor of the Albert Schweitzer Insti- 
tute, when be arrived in Berlin 
carrying a spent round retrieved 
from Iraq; he was charged with 
illegally “releasing ionising radia- 
tion.” The shell, its radioactivity 
confirmed by two laboratories, 
was sealed in a lead-lined box. 
Needless to say, there are not 
many lead-lined boxes in Iraq. 

It is likely that the depleted 
uranium may have already con- 
taminated soil and drinking water 
in Iraq. If this is the case, Iraqis 
could be exposed to the radioac- 
tive and toxic effects of uranium 
for generations to come. 

Certainly such feani are not 
without foundation. In New Mex- 
ico, where uranium rounds are 
test-fired by the military, ques- 
tions have been raised concerning 
ground-water poisoning. In 1986 
James Parker, then associate 
director of the Bureau of Land 


Management, told Congress that 
land used to test these weapons 
could be permanently contamin- 
ated. 

Despite tbe risks associated 
with depleted uranium, there has 
been virtually no public debate 
about its effects in Iraq. The 
U.N. Environment Programme, 
which has investigated the ecolo- 
gical damage of the Gulf war, has 
been remarkably silent. To date, 
no effort has been made to assess 


the extent of radioactive cobf 
ramination due to depleted ura- 
nium rounds in Iraq or to locate 
and remove the shells. 

Although the U.S. Congress 
has ordered the military to moni- 
tor the health of soldiers exposed 
to smoke from Kuwaiti oil fires, 
there has been no such directive 
concerning exposure to depleted 
uranium. 

What should be done? Once 
current tensions in the Gulf have 


subsided, qualified research 
s, such as the 1991 Harvard 
r Team, should go to Iraq to 
analyse sofl and water for evi- 
dence of uranium contamination. 
Epidemiologists should explore 
die connection between the ura- 
nium shells and cancer. 

The United Nations must take 
a more active role in investigating 
the danger posed by the shells 
and begin cleanup efforts of all 
radioactive, shells remaining in 


Iraq and Kuwait. 

It should also consider recom- 
mending that depleted uranium 
penetrators be banned in accord- 
ance with international treaties 
on chemical and radioactive 
weapons. 

The writer, a doctor and public 
health specialist, was medical 
coordinator of the Harvard Study 
Team’s surveys of health in post- 
war Iraq. The article is reprinted 
from the New York Times. 


LETTERS 


Give us our 
rightful place 


To the Editor: 

Thank you Najwa Kafaya for writing about some of the problems 
of women in Arab societies in “Obsolete legacies and reflections 
of tomorrow” (Jordan Times, Jan. 25, 1993). 

You mentioned that specialists try to help women who are 
confronted with various kinds of problems. I would greatly 
appreciate it if you supplied the readers of the Jordan Times with 
names, addresses, telephone numbers and people working for 
organisations which help women. 

Many women face traumatic problems either at home or 
outside and have no one and nowhere to turn to, for they are 
denied access to someone who can lend a shoulder to cry on or 
who may supply constructive advice to enable them to cope with 
the constant pressures they might face. 

There should even be a “Hotline" catered by professionals wbo 
can give aid and comfort to women in distress. 

Charity, like democracy, begins at home. Charity is not just 
giving alms to the poor, but is love for one’s fellow man or 
woman. In order for Jordan to really appreciate and comprehend 
die process of democratisation, each family should establish a 
platform of plurality where in each member, regard! ess. of the 
gender, will have a representative voice in the affairs of the 
household. Such a practice would not have to take away 
patriarchal authority but merely give each member of the family a 
means to express his or her opinion effectively. 

Democracy in practice is actually respect for the rights of each 
individual and the individual is the basis and foundation of any 
nation; so the same norms should apply in the government of the 
home. 

How important are women? They are as important as society 
itself and their importance can be measured in many ways. A 
major one is that they raise future generations of adults. In order 
for a woman to be qualified for this most important job on earth, 
she should be well educated so that not only her children benefit 
from her knowledge but also society as a whole. 

A woman is not lesser when it comes to the mental capacity to 
think in a straight line, formulate opinions and have her own 
unique ideas. She might have inherent physical qualities disting- 
uishing her from a man, but she should not be regarded as an 
inferior being or a thing to be manipulated by the whims of some 
who practice obsolete traditions which in certain cases are even 
un-Islamic. 

It is the right of each woman to secure her place in the society as 
a contributing intelligent member who serves her nation, home 
and family within the constraints of her religion. 

Islam actually allows women to become and achieve so much; it 
is only ignorance and backwardness that deny her her rightful 
place in society and life. 

Name withheld 
upon request. 


A cry for help 


To the Editor 

Following is an open letter to the Lower House of Parliament sent 
by the writer.. 

Acting upon His Majesty King Hussein's slogan “the human 
being is the most precious asset in Jordan", and in line with the 
ongoing tendency, worldwide, towards providing protection to 
people against environmental pollution, we, the residents of the 
atyof Fuheis, hope to bring our case to your attention. 

This letter reflects deep feelings of concern and frustration over 
o ur fa iled attempts to remove an omnipresent danger to our lives, 
hoping to find an appropriate solution. ’ 

The city of Fuheis continues to struggle against tbe problem of 
pollution resulting from the tonnes of cement dust showering the 
city day and night and endangering the lives of its residents This 
poisonous substance permeates the lungs and the liver of our 
children, covers their bodies, their food and drink, spoils tbeir 
gardens and their beds, contaminates their water and air and 
causes a slow death to everyone. 

Scientists have found out that cement dust, among other 
pollutants, causes serious health problems as it contains carbon 
dioxide, sulphur and lead to mention only a few substances. Lead, 
Z ^*8* to tb « b }°°« cells, inflammatioTof 

0 Van ° US P”* * ** hodF* Tronic headaches- 

As we follow your debates demanding from the government to 

2**" ‘S!^LT p r 0Ve build industries, demands that 

seemunpossible to meet and can be described b electioMeriag 
speedtes, we have discovered that none of you has raised the 
v P T?.n g “> human beings agaitstheaM 

tbe people of Jordan, will raise your 

{fa Khaffl Aba Dayefa, 

Fuheis. 
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readers on any subject they wish to tacklZl^t^^f * 
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Cabinet reshuffle put off for now 


(Continued from page 3) 

Some officials privately con- 
cede that there have been 
several mistakes and setbacks, 
but they are quick to add that 
the government was aware of 
its mistakes and has worked 
hard to fix them. 

“The government has had 
the courage to reconsider its 
decision not to license three 
political parties and worked for 
an out of court settlement." 
the official said. “Hits proves 
that the government is con- 
scious of the need to protect 
democracy even at the expense 
of reversing its decisions when 
necessary." 

On a more mundane level, 
political analysts and officials 
agree that the government has 
been unable to transmit to all 
its institutions its vision for 
administrative reform. “The 
administrative apparatus is just 
not reacting to the vision set 
out by the King and the gov- 
ernment,” an official said. 

“The government, however, 
has extended all the support it 
can to its plan for administra- 
tive reform and it is trying to 
push it down to all government 
levels,” the official added. 

As for partisan criticism that 
the government has been crip- 
pled by its efforts to appease 
all political sides in Jordan and 
in die process satisfied none at 
all. senior officials say that that 
although this might appear to 
be a point of weakness on the 
surface “it is actually a source 
of strength.” 

“We must consider first that 
this is a coalition government." 
a well-placed governmental 
source said. “And although 
politicised ministers such as 
those we have, arc under 
pressure from their constituen- 
cies to go one way or another, 
their presence in the govern- 
ment is in itself an indication of 
political pluralism and consen- 
sus." 

The “appeasement" factor 
might account for what critics 
call the “leadership vacuum" 
in promulgating and defending 
the government’s programmes 
and its image in public eyes. 


“Hie people in general do 
not feel the presence of a 
government strongly commit- 
ted to a dear line of policy or 
the emergence of an effective 
voice defending its policies and 
programmes,” one critic said. 

Government supporters, 
however, argue that the prob- 
lem, if and where it exists, is 
not due to lack of vision or 
dear policies on the part of the 
government. 

“It may well be a question of 
approach,” a Cabinet minister 
said. ‘The prime minister, be- 
sides being s quiet operator 
and a man who shuns publidty 
for publicity's sake, is a mem- 
ber of the royal family and a 
dose confidant of the King,” 
the minister added. 

“He does not want to be 
controversial and to appear to 
favour some peoples’ opinions 
over others. Sharif Zeid pre- 
fers to stay outside controversy 
rather than be at the centre of 
it.” 

That type of approach, a 
government supporter said, 
“does not negate the fact that 
Sharif Zeid wants to move 
ahead with democracy and in- 
stitutionalise it as a way of life 
at this very difficult stage in 
Jordan's and the region’s his- 
tory.” 

Another government 
source, who agrees that Sharif 
Zeid can well be described as a 
“cautious” prime minister, 
said that the premier's policy 
of keeping a low profile “must 
be seen against his background 
of being the prime minister 
whose first government orga- 
nised Jordan's return to demo- 
cracy in 1989.” 

“Sharif Zeid’s second gov- 
ernment, or a variation on it 
(after the reshuffle) is the most 
likely candidate to supervise 
the next round of elections,” 
the source said. “And based on 
this, what might be called 
‘appeasement* by him of the 
various political groups and 
tendencies in the country could 
be no more than his way of 
building a consensus upon 
which everybody could stand 
and operate.” 


Arafat heads for Baghdad after talks 


(Continued from page I) 

with the U.S. and the U.N. all he 
has to do is change his be- 
haviour." 

While the exact contents of the 
message carried by Mr. Arafat to 
the Iraqi, president were not 
known. PLO officials said that 
the message was from “more than 
one Arab leader.” 

Recently Iraq made veiled 
overtures to Gulf countries, in 
particular Saudi Arabia, and 
warned of the regional threat that 
could be posed by a rearmed 
Islamic republic in Iran. 

The PLO. who backed Iraq in 
the war and thus became an 
organisation “non-grata" in the 
Gulf countries, has recently im- 
proved its ties with the Saudi 
Arabian government. 

A personal envoy of Mr. Ara- 
fat. PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas, 
apologised for the stand taken by 
the PLO in the 1990/1991 crisis 
and war during a visit to the Saudi 
kingdom in January. 

in recent weeks PLO delega- 
tions and envoys have also visited 
Qatar and Oman, two Gulf coun- 
tries seen likely to seek a recon- 
ciliation with Iraq in the not too 
distant future. 

As the first head of state to visit 
Iraq in the two years since the 


Gulf war ended, Mr. Arafat's 
visit is seen as welcome, say 
officials at the Iraqi embassy in 
Amman. 

“He is going to talk about a 
whole host of issues, including 
the issue of the expellees in South 
Lebanon, the peace process and 
of course the return of Iraq into 
the international and Arab fold.” 
said the senior PLO official who 
chose to remain anonymous. 

King Hussein has been in the 
forefront in calling for an end to 
the two-and-a-half-year-old eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq. 

Addressing military officers in 
November, the King called for 
greater liberalisation of the Iraqi 
political system. 

“What we wish for is a national 
reconciliation and democracy 
which would enable it (Iraq) to 
overcome all obstacles. We also 
wish for political pluralism which 
would achieve stability ... the 
King said. 

Mr. Arafat travelled by heli- 
copter to the Jordanian-Iraqi bor- 
der and hoped to find an Iraqi 
helicopter on the Iraqi side, said 
Ambassador Abdul Rahim. 

“Despite the sanctions they 
should be able to send a helicop- 
ter.” said the ambassador refer- 
ring to the ban on Iraqi flights. 
“Otherwise he will travel 600 
kilometres by car to Baghdad. 


Hamdoun detects ‘signals’ of change 


(Continued from page I) 

everything they needed to 
achieve their mission. 

A lop U.N. nuclear inspector. 
Maurizio Zifferero. left after a 
six-day mission Sunday saying 
that he was not confident Bagh- 
dad was prepared to name the 
foreign suppliers. 

He said without that list, offi- 
cials could not certify that Bagh- 
dad was complying with LI.N. 
resolutions on disarming its 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Zifferero said in Bahrain, 
Iraq could develop an atomic 
bomb within 10 years if it were 


able to renew its nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Mr. Zifferero. deputy chief of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), said Western 
intelligence experts had con- 
cluded that if economic sanctions 
were lifted, and if the United 
Nations were not thoroughly 
monitoring Iraq, the Iraqis “in 
five to seven years. .. could be in 
the same level that they were” 
before the Gulf war. 

'These are big ifs,” Mr. Zif- 
ferero said. He said that before 
the war the Iraqis were “two or 
three years away from the 
bomb." 


Christopher optimistic on crisis 


(Continued from page I) 

the EC nations and six neigh- 
bouring nations. 

Current relations are now gov- 
erned by a 1975 accord that pro- 
vides for low-interest EC loans, 
free trade in industrial goods but 
limits on imports of Israeli farm 
products. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Dougins Hurd said earlier the 
Middle East peace process and 
therefore Israel’s security would 
be at risk if Israel did not settle 
the crisis. 

Speaking to reporters as he 
arrived for a regular meeting of 
EC foreign ministers, Mr. Hurd 
said he and his colleagues would 
stress the need to find a solution 


when they meet Mr. Peres at a 
dinner Monday night. 

"We will all, I expect, point out 
quite clearly our dismay at this 
turn of events," Mr. Hurd said 
referring to the crisis. 

“The Israelis have to find a way 
out of this difficulty. Otherwise 
the peace process will be at risk, 
and on the peace process depends 
the security of Israel and the 
hopes for a real and lasting settle- 
ment of that long-running and 
disastrous dispute.” 

Mr. Hurd declined to answer 
when asked whether the com- 
munity should threaten Israel 
with economic sanctions, as de- 
manded by Palestinian leaders, if 
the expulsion orders are not re- 
versed. 


Sanctions 
hope 





middle class In 
cy change pervades 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

The writer has just returned From 
a week-long trip to Iraq. 

BAGHDAD — Victorian silver 
tea sets and mink coats are on 
sale in the crowded antiquities 
shop across from the Sheraton 
Hotel in Baghdad. Packed with 
silver from Asfahan (in Iran) and 
colourful Kurdish rugs, the shop 
does not ordinarily sell English 
silver and fur coats, but hard 
times have changed that. 

“Ladies from good families 
come to me and ask if they can 
put their things on sale in my 
shop," said Fad Shaker, the own- 
er of the shop. Elegantly dressed 
herself, she speaks at length ab- 
out the impoverishment of the 
former upper and middle classes. 

“Many of the women who 
come to sell the Georgian and 
Victorian tea sets had received 
them as wedding presents,” says 
Mrs. Shaker. 

Setting wedding presents is 
“not a good sign” she says. Eco- 
nomic hardships created by two 
wars in ten years and 29 months 
of U.N. sponsored economic 
sanctions are at the root of the 
situation, says the long-time shop 
owner. 

Sanctions, says Monica Press of 
relief agency Oxfam, “are biting 


those that are the most vulner- 
able and the educated middle 
class,” 

Many Iraqis agree. “Do you 
think that the government is 
being hurt or hurting?" asked Dr. 
Farouk Azzawi, head of the Yar- 
mouk Hospital, one of the largest 
health centres in Baghdad. 

“It's the little man and the 
English professor that are being 
hurt by the sanctions, not the 
government.” he insists. 

The immense effort going into 
the reconstruction and. in some 
cases, the new construction of 
bridges, government institutions, 
food warehouses and statues has 
given people a psychological lift. 
“We are rebuilding in spite of 
sanctions,” said Yasser Tillawi, a 
food merchant. “We will build a 
greater Baghdad than the one 
before the sanctions and the 
war," he said proudly. 

But reconst ruction and a new 
drive for self-sufficiency in food- 
stuffs is taxing the people in the 
short term. 

While the government is pro- 
viding for 60 per cent of the basic 
food needs through the ration 
system, which was introduced 
shortly after the sanctions were 
imposed in August 1990. most 
Iraqis live on that alone. 

A large percentage of Iraqis is 
thus bound to be underfed for 
some time to come if economic 


sanctions arc not lifted. 

Wilh the banning of imported 
luxury items in December of last 
year, over 100 items, are no 
lunger available on the public 
market. 

While black market goods exist 
in relatively small quantities, they 
are only available to certain peo- 
ple and at 7QU times the price they 
were sold before the ban. 

A 3,000 per cent inflation rate 
continues to further impoverish 
the people. The government 

hopes that by increasing agri- 
cultural production, the econo- 
mic burden on the average citizen 
will be somehow alleviated. But 
the newly-inaugurated Saddam 
River, as well as the factories 
being rebuilt, will take at least 
another year to reap fruit. 

In the meantime. Iraqis are 
willing to sell oil and make con- 
cessions of all sorts 10 improve 
their economic conditions. 

“We want to sell oil, of course, 
but at slightly better terms than 
those presently being dictated to 
us." said Minister of Trade 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh during 
a briefing with the Jordan Times. 

"But to receive one third of the 
Si .n billion being proposed for 
our oil sale is just unreasonable.” 
said Mr. Saleh, referring to U.N. 
resolutions 706 and 712 which 
dictate the terms of the Iraqi oil 
sales. 

The terms of the resolutions 


also clearly state that the money 
from the oil sale would have to be 
used for the purchase of food and 
medicine. 

Mr. Saleh confirmed lhat Iraq 
had sold 10 tonnes of its gold 
reserves to buy wheat from Au- 
stralia, shortly before the $4 bil- 
lion of Iraqi frozen assets were 
effectively re Frozen in mid- 1992. 

“When a country starts selling 
its gold reserves, that is an indica- 
tion that its money supply is not 
excessive,” said one aid official. 

Little is known about how 
many assets Iraq really has, ex- 
cept for the $4 billion in banks 
across the world, one billion of 
which are in the United States. 

Ministry of Trade officials say 
that at present the Iraqi govern- 
ment is buying some of the basic 
food staples that are put into the 
ration system from private Iraqi 
merchants in Iraqi dinars to avoid 
reducing their already depleted 
foreign assets. 

Iraqi merchants seem to be 
able to get hold of foreign curren- 
cy to buy food supplies through 
third parties. 

The enormous reconstruction 


effort, like the food supply sys- 
tem, has been made possible by 
an incredible resolve un the part 
or the government to rebuild, in 
part out of pride and in part to 
show that “Iraq loses no war.” 

“Only someone like Saddam 
Hussein can fuel such an enor- 
mous effort.” said one Iraqi intel- 
lectual. “He and the Baaih Party 
are so resolute in their ambitions 
that any other considerations be- 
come irrelevant." he added. 

While many observers have 
been speculating for much of the 
last two years that the reconstruc- 
tion effort in Iraq was only possi- 
ble through sanction busting, 
such critics appear to have under- 
estimated the ingenuity of the 
Iraqis. 

Most of the food warehouses. 
50 per cent of which were 
bombed by the coalition forces in 
1991, are being rebuilt from lef- 
tover construction material and 
melted down metal sheets. A visit 
to one of the warehouses in the 
Diala Governoratc clearly 
showed that the roof was a patch- 
work of metal sheets taken from 
the old warehouse. 


In the mechanics district of 
Baghdad, dozens of welders arc 
taking apart every metal barrel 
and every piece of scratch from 
bombed out huildings that can be 
rcwelded and used again. Iraqi- 
made cement provides for the 
rest of the needed material. 

Ingenuity provides for much of 
Iraq’s well-being these days, 
where even leftover parts will 
have an end to them. 

“During this last raid on Bagh- 
dad by the Americans we were so 
afraid that they would hit the 
water supplies or our electricity 
centres again." said one resident 
of the middle class Ai Mansour 
district. 

Many of the telephone and 
eleciriciiv lines in Baghdad and 
Basra have been rebuilt by what 
the government still had in stock 
supplies and partly by reused 
lines from villages and smaller 
towns. 

While Iraqi officials and people 
are hoping that economic sanc- 
tions will be lifted in the first year 
of President Clinton's term, they 
are preparing themselves for a 
long wail. 



Strong will and determination are the driving 
forces behind Iraq's reconstruction boom in the 


aftermath of the allied bombing (Photo by Mariam 
M. Shahin) 
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J OR DA MARKET PLACE 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


r* 


PACK MG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASON5 

TEL 604676 604696 
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H CROWN 

INT'L EST. 
m Packing, shipping, m 
■ forwarding, storage, H 
1 clearing, door-to-door § 
H service 
Air, Se^andLand 

Agents at over me worta 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
>.O.Box 926487 Ami 
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IMS CQinE M UlI SEN 1 GES 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 

* Kais DrycJean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Sioes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upholstry. curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUMO HAIG 

Professional Quality is 
I Hour Service 
Develop yOur dolour film at 
our shop and get:- -. 

• J WMBO photo 
sim 30% forger 

* F rmp eDlarjfth 

ment 20 x 30 


Shmeisaoi - Opp. Grindtay* 
Bank. Phone: 604(i4£ 
Swcfieh tel- .*C.iS4l 


4 RENT S’ SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\Opcn lfjQ-.V.V £ 6:00-1100 difly [ 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

|TeJ. 661922. Amman I 


Once Tasted 

Always Lw/cd 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deity 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


SI1IRN NATIONAL 
Rent a Car 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


. ifliucd! CujJI 1 

ty ’ 12b 

Authentic 
Ctwiese dishes, 
Irom all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

Pre pa red by ottr 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Take mwj ante 
Jabal AI Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Ftd. 
Tel 667755 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyvah Girls School 

TakeawaytsavaHsEde 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 



Mo Kjrfsola 

AL KHAIMA BAR 
&30 pjn - L30 ajm 



Safety And Style 

S 694-882 


Xt :K0X 


Copy 

Centre 


■ Co cy.r? a’y.o-o 

■ -Iron-j ■ hay : n ,o 

I Rli ' pr. r: 


..'•lie i; 698804:CE832^3£; 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammart.now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy the most exquisite | 
Chinese dishe^ fof jUnch and dinner. 

Banquet- and faraway service 

AH chefs from Peking, China 

■China. Town. 

at the Amritan Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 



Cma 

Town 

f^esiauranl 


The First Class Hotel in | 
’Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 




Amman -Tel 668193 ~- 
PO Bo* 0403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23808 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Japanese traditional sports 
mission arrives in Amman 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The 32-member 
delegation of the Japanese tra- 
ditional sports mission arrived 
in Amman Monday on an in- 
vitation from the Jordanian 
High Council of Martial Arts 
(JHCMA). 

The delegation, currently on 
a tour of the Middle East, will 
have a four day stay in the 
Kingdom during which they 
will have two shows in 
Amman and Irhid to demons- 
trate the four Japanese tradi- 
tional sports — judo, kendo, 
aikido, and karatedo. 

In addition to the now famil- 
iar judo and karate. Jordanian 
spectators and martial arts 
athletes will have the unique 
chance of watching the less 
known aikido and kendo. 

Kendo is the Japanese sport 
of fencing with bamboo 
swords. Aikido on the other 
hand, is known as the Japanese 
art of self-defence employing 
locks and holds and utilizing 
the principle of non-resistance 
to cause an opponent's own 
momentum ro work against 
him. 

The JHCMA. chaired by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. has arranged a busy 
schedule for the visiting de- 
legation including practice ses- 
sions with rhe Jordanian karate 
and judo teams and lectures in 
martial arts. 

The Japanese traditional 
sports mission headed by Mr. 
Kunio Katakura. is affiliated 
with the Japan Foundation, a 
non-profit organisation estab- 
lished in 1972 with the aim of 



While Jordanians are familiar with judo. 



.kendo will be a novel sport to watch 


enhancing understanding and 
cultural relations between 
Japan and other countries. 

The first show of the visiting 
delegation will be held 


Wednesday afternoon at AI 
Orthodoxi Club, while the 
second will be held Thursday 
at Al Yarmouk University in 
Irbid. 


AC Milan apparently slowing down 


MILAN (AP) — Foliowring a 
blistering first half in the current 
. campaign. League leader AC 
‘ Milan is apparently slowing down 
its record pace. 

But its pursuers are slowing 
' too. frustrating their hopes and 
chances to get closer to the domi- 
nant Milan powerhouse. 

As AC Milan came to the brink 
; of its first defeat in 20 months at 
Foggia — and barely avoided it 
’ — runnerup Intemazionale was 
; held to a 2-2 draw at home by 
underdog Udinese and remained 
8 points behind the crosstown 
* rival overall. 

Third-place Atalanta of Berga- 
mo played to a goalless draw al 
; Parma. 

"We played well only a half of 
the game. We missed a gre3t 
opportunity to take advantage of 
Milan's draw and reduce our 
gap." said Inter's coach Osvaldo 
Bagnoii. 

At Foggia Milan Faced risks 
and a big scare but stilt played to 
a 2-2 draw which extended its 
unbeaten streak to 53 league 
games. 

However the draw, the fourth 
in 18 rounds this season, pre- 
vented Milan from setting a re- 
cord of nine consecutive wins on 
the road and more than that 
evidence an unexpected defen- 
sive weakness. 

As veteran sweeper Franco 
Baresi served a one-game suspen- 
sion, Milan's defenders were 
often in trouble -against the fast 
actions of Fogg id's forwards who 
scored a first half goal and earned 
a penally kick which Milan's 
Goalie Scbastiano Rossi managed 
to stop. 

"If Foggia made it 2-0. it would 
have meant certain defeat for 
us." Milan's coach Fubio Capello 
*aid. 

Instead Jean Pierre Papin and 
Frank Rijkaard lifted Milan to a 
2-] lead after escaping the danger 
and Foggia needed a helpful hand 



Lazio's Raul Gascoigne 

from Goalie Rossi to capture a 
well deserved draw. 

Rossi failed to grab the ball on 
a. corner kick, Milan defenders 
were slow in reacting and Fog- 
gja's midfielder Andrea Seno was 
quick to kick in from a few 
metres. 

"If a team deserved victory, it 
was Foggia." Seno said after the 
game. 

The southern Italian team, 
which wears the same black-and- 
red colours of AC Milan, also 
used Milan's traditional midfield 
pressing, zone defence and fast 
offensee in the attempt to cause 
the day's sensation. 

Most critics agreed that Foggia 
went very close to it. 

"Milan faced the devils at Fog- 
gia." wrote Italy’s largest sports 
daily Gazzetta Dello Sport. 

The devil is AC Milan symbol. 

Farther behind’ Milan. Lazio of 
Rome joined Juventus and Atta- 
lanta in third place, still 1 1 points 
behind the leaders. 

Lazio downed Sampdoria at 
Rome's Olympic Stadium with 
goals of German forward Kar- 
lheinz Riedle and Giovanni 
Stroppa. 

Lazio's English Virtuoso Paul 


Gascoigne earned headlines for 
his outstanding performance 
against La Samp. 

Last week Gascoigne was bit- 
terly criticised by Italian media 
for answering with a belch a 
question by a television inter- 
viewer. 

However Lazio supporters 
apparently enjoyed it and 
chanted “Ohh he's a joly good 
belcher" during last Thursday's 
cup of Italy match against Torino. 

In the round AC Milan takes 
on last-place Pescara, which un- 
expectedly held AS Roma to a 
1-1 draw. 

Inter travels to Cagliari. Sardi- 
nia and Lazio plays at Florence. 


Courier, 

Seles 

still leaders 
of the pack 


•MELBOURNE (R) — Jim 
Courier and Monica Seles 
stamped their authority on the 
Australian Open at the weekend 
and gave notice they intend to 
dominate tennis in 1993. 

The pair's title successes in the 
first Grand Slam tournament of 
the year merely proved that little, 
has changed since they both stood 
on the victory rostrum at Flinders 
Park 12 months ago. 

Courier's success in 1992 prop- 
elled him to the forefront of the 
men's game where he stayed for 
virtually the whole year despite 
failing to win a tournament 
beyond the French Open in May, 

His rivals may have to wait 
months for another chance to 
unseal the super-fit 22-year-old 
American. 

The next Grand Slam tourna- 
ment is the French Open starting 
in May on the red day of Roland 
Garros, a venue where Courier 
has triumphed in each of the last 
two years. 

Edberg. the world number two 
who has now lost three Austra- 
lian Open finals, two of them to 
Courier, agrees the future looks 
bright for the American. 

"I think he's already a cham- 
pion. He's won four Slams now. 

he's a really hard worker I 

think he is going to get more and 
more credit.” Edberg said. 

Edberg and Pete Sampras were 
unable to stop Courier delivering 
at Melbourne, and even a fit 
Andre Agassi or Goran Iva- 
nisevic would have struggled to 
match him in a tournament which 
retains its reputation as rhe most 
arduous of the year. 

Whenever it was played, it is a 
fair bet Seles would win the 
women's singles. Her domination 
of her rivals is such that she has 
now reached the final in 33 of her 
last 34 tournaments, winning 23. 
of them. Her Grand Slam tally is 
now eight and. at just 19. she 
remains on a heady upward spir- 
al. 

After her 4-6 6-3 6-2 defeat of 
Steffi Graf Saturday in a final 
which again demonstrated her 
competitive instincts she sounded 
almost in awe of her achieve- 
ments. 

"It's incredible and I still don't 
know a lot of the time how I've 
done it. 1 just take one match at a 
time and maybe don't look too 
far;:ahea<L" she said. . ! . 



An elaborate halftime programme, which included VA 
Michael Jackson, accompanied by 3.000 children, fills the Rose Bowl 
Stadium (AFP photo! 


Cowboys demolish Bills 


PASADENA, California ( AP) — 
It was quicker than anyone could 
imagine. 

'Three seasons ago. the Dallas 
Cowboys were the worst team in 
NFL history. Now they’re Super 
Bowl champions and they did it 
with four of the quickest touch- 
downs ever. 

That left the Buffalo Bills as 
the first team to lose -three 
straight Super Bowls and the 
National Football Conference's 
supremacy intact — nine straight 
National Football League titles, 
seven in overwhelming fashion, 
this time 52-17. 

With most valuable player 
Troy Aikman throwing for four 
touchdowns and Charles Haley 
and Ken Norton leading a de- 
fence that forced a record nine 
turnovers, the Cowboys scored 
two touchdowns 15 seconds apart 
in the first period Sunday and two 
more IS seconds apart in the 
second. 


"Our defence is somebody^ 
now." Norton said of a unit that 


is sending no players to the all- 
star pro Bowl game, to six for 
Dallas* offense. 

Along with Aikman. the de- 
fence was the factor that made 
American Football Conference 
champs Buffalo the first team to 


lose three straight NFL cham- 
pionship games after becoming 
just the second team to make it 
three straight times. 

There was something strange 
about this year's Super Bowl tele- 
cast: the advertising. 

Soft drink commercials started 
like low-budget cooking and 
home decorating shows. A bas- 
ketball star shot hoops in outer 
space in commercials for a shoe 
company and from atop a sky- 
eraper for a fast-food chain. 

And the latest game in a series 
of commercials with animated 
beer bottles playing football hingr 
ed on intervention by a blimp 
driver. 

But maybe that's what it takes 
to hold an audience when Dallas 
is running up the score in a 52-17 
victory over Buffalo for the 
National Football League cham- 
pionship. 

No matter what the score. Su- 
per Bowl games usually draw the 
biggest audience of the year to 
television, enabling the network 
that telecasts the event to charge 
record commercial rates. 

NBC wouldn't say how much it 
charged for this year's telecast, 
but industry sources put it at 
about $850,000 for a half-minute 
ad. 


Statistics from Sunday's Super Bowl 


Buffalo 

Dallas 

First downs 

22 

20 

Rusbes-yards 

29-108 

29-137 

Passing yards 

254 

271 

Passes 

22-38-4 

22-30-0 

Sacks by-yards 

1-2 

4-22 

Sacks by-yards 

3-45.3 

4-32.8 

Punts 

8-5 

4-2 

FumMes-lost 

4-30 

8-53 

Penal tfcs-yards 

28:48 - - 

31:12 


Five more cities join 2000 
summer Olympics race 


LAUSANNE (R) — Five more 
cities, including scandal-hit 
Milan, Monday joined the race to 
host the 2000 Summer Olympics. 

On the final day for bids. Istan- 
bul and Milan made early pre- 
sentations to the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). 

Sydney. Manchester and Brasi- 
lia were due to present their cases 
later in the day. Beijing and 
Berlin have already submitted 
their bids. 


Beijing and Sydney are generally 
seen as the frontrunners ahead of 


Manchester. Istanbul. Berlin. 
Milan and Brasilia. 

Milan went in early Monday 
but the city faced a massive public 
relations task. 

Milan has become the vortex of 
a major political corruption scan- 
dal that has led to many of the 
city's politicians being arrested 
for allegedly accepting bribes 
from businessmen. 

Those who voted against the 
proposal said Milan was not fit 
morally to host the games and 
in a recent opinion poll 56 per 
cent voted against the city's can- 


didature. 

For Istanbul. Monday’s bid 
represents an attempt to create 
Olympic history. 

Located in both Europe and 
Asia, the Turkish city straddling 
the Bosphorus would, if selected, 
become the first city to host the 
Olympics on two continents. 

The choice of the host city will 
be made at an IOC session in 
Monte Carlo in September. 

London betting; 4-5 Beijing, 
6-4 Sydney. 8-1 Manchester. 
Istanbul. 14-1 Milan. Berlin. 100- 
I Brasilia. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HJRSCH 

t t9K If AM H«M Inc 


RIX1 MARKUS, 19IO-1992 


Nonh-Souih vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 10 3 
: J 9 7 6 5 
’ 10 6 

* 10 6 4 2 

WEST EAST 

*542 * A K 9 7 

■T A K 8 4 3 2 7 Q 

: 8 5 •: j 2 

473 * A Q J 9 8 6 

SOUTH 
*Q J66 
10 

: A K Q 9 7 4 3 

♦ K 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass Pass Pasa 
Opening lead: Kin; -if? 

It was with great sa. aesa that we 
learned of the death of one of the 
greatest women bridge players of 
any era. Rixi Markus of London. 
Her death follows by less than two 
months that of Fritzi Gordon, the 
partner with whom she achieved her 
greatest ■ successes. Together they 
won two World Women's Pairs, the 
World Mixed Teams and World 
Women's Olympiad Teams, and nu- 
merous European Women’s Cham- 
pionships. Markus became the first 
woman to achieve the rank of World 


Grandmaster, followed soon after by 
Gordon. 

At thelabie. Markus was an ag- 
gressive bidder and enterprising 
player with excellent table presence. 
There are many great hands featur- 
ing her skill, yet this simple one was 
among her favorites. 

North-South were using a system 

in which a one-diamond opening bid 
promised a hand of 16 points or 
better, hence South’s choice of obe 
spade for the initial action. Sitting 
East with the vulnerability in her 
favor, Markus elected to defend 
rather than bid. a decision not easy 
to contemplate, but which was soon 
vindicated. 


West led the king of hearts and 
continued with the ace. East dis- 
carded a diamond and declarer, re- 
luctant in ruff, did the same. West 
shifted to the three of clubs, F-rwt 
rose with the ace and returned a low 
club. Declarer ruffed, cashed the ace 
of diamonds and continued with the 
king. East ruffed, cashed the two 
high spades and then forced declar- 
er's last trump with a elub. That was 
South’s lest trick— 400 and an abso- 
lute top to East-West. 

Rixi worked long and herd to pro- 
mote bridge. The game will miss her 
sorelv. 


it's pretty colp 
out.. you're sure 

YOU WANT TO 60 
FOR A WALK 



OKAY. I'LL 6ET 
THE LEASH.. ^ 

'vt 




Andy Capp 


OUR CLEANING hCW AN TS 
OFFSKXWBy-ANV 
MOPE OF YOUR AUSSUS 
> GIVING USA COUPLE • 
OF EARiy AtORNINGS ? 



MV FLO'S GOTQUTIE 0<CUO4 ] 
TD DO,COO»CNG MY 

SRSawwsr anc» <5EmN<s 
OFF TO HSZOMVWCRK, 1 , 




R4IRENOUSM. 
► JOUST. -< 
-ruoj&-n-(UE y 
ExffcACWFM 
A4K5HTCOWE 
INHANCrV, 






....OW.WELL^ANVTUlNG-l 
HELP A RAL-XWl , 
NOT AttJCH OF AN 
„ - EATER INTME - , 
MORNINQSr ANVWflh'l 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


I’M TAKING THE 

bell hops place 

JUST FOR TODAY/ 

HERE ARE. SOMEj 
hFRESH UHENSy 


OH. HOW PARE 
YOU ENTER MY 

room without 

KNOCKING/ 

rr* 


HOW COULD 
1 KNOCK?) 
1 HAVE My 
HANDS 


'indeed. 1 suppose Al 
HAD BEEN I 

OR HAD NffT WEEN 
PJWPQHY ATTIRED^ 



BEWUON* 

FST ftWORS POTSS gurnet. HC 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroH FSghter Foundation . 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get- acquire the mfonnation that^ you 


ting your message or idea to some- 
one in a position of authority can 
be easy today - just be prepared to 
wait your turn. Pay-off conies in 
p.m. for those who've been persis- 
tant. 


ARIES: (March 2] to April 19) 
This is a good (by to carry through 
with whatever agreements of a 
practical nature that you have 
made but tonight avoid a tift be- 
tween mate and an outsider. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what you can do to 
convince a difficult associate that 
you should have support you need 
in sane important project, tonight 
keep cheerful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
fine day to carry through with 
sticks trveoess at whatever you 
have already begun and get good 
results, tonight take care of your 
health. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well the amuse- 
ments you enjoy the most and 
arrange to enjoy them with conge- 
nial comrades during the daytime 
but tonight avoid expensive plea- 
sures. 


LEO: (July 22 to August'21) Look 


straight at any problems or issues 
facing you at home today and you 


will be able to uncover a practical 
solution for them; tonight enjoy 
TV, music, etc. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A perfect day for you to 


have been searching for rinreftwOl 
fit into your activities, tonight, 
avoid errors in statements. ; 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You like the better things of 
life which are costly and today you. 
. will be aWew find ways to increase 
your income to have more of them.' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are resourceful and; 
ingenious during the daytime in 
being able to bring unto yourself 
your personal desires but toqight 
avoid being thwared in gaining 
your aims. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You get a well 
rounded awareness of just what 
you can do to make your goals 
more realizable so get busy -and 
plan future assault to do so. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A friend of character 
has the ability and the purpose to 
aid you to gain a desire which has 
long been difficult to obtain: 
tonight don't put out effort on 
goals. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Push whatever your world- 
ly aims and ambitions are during 
the daytime and make progress 
towards more outside success, 
toaight avoid the limelight. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Many new ideas filter through 
your consciousness that can be 
very helpful to you so jot them 
down and make notations of them 
for your future use. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HAfit z«S 



got this tattoo so I don't have to 
keep apologizing for my body!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


UiwcTwnNe these four Jumbles, 
rata fetter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 


LAKBY 


mmrnm 

an 


mm 

m 



m 

S3 


Esssa 



mm 



GERELD 





HOW THE SEASICK 
P4SSEN&ERAMFE 
THE OCEAN VOYA6S. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
toon the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


conxn 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: FAINT PRINT TETHER UNLESS 
Answer What me battel dancer worked— 

A SPUT SHIFT 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Frank R. Jackson 


ACT CSS 
1 HoWback 
5 Formerly, once 
9 Unanticipated 
result 
tevam 

15 Mongofian monk 
IB Bern — 
ITSulfune. for one 

IB ‘Take — from 


19 Prime — 

20 Helen Mac Innas 
opus 

23 Prepare* dams 

24 Green isle 

25 Implore 
27 Irritate 

32 Empty area 
36 Desiring eagerly 
3® "And pretty 
maids a* in — " 
40 Historic gaQop 
43See24A 

44 Hit hard 

45 Ardent 
43 Bank 

documents 
48 Matched 
coB o c M ow 
50 Return to health 
53 On die rolls 
58 just hanging 
wound? 

62 Erigteh 
choreographer 

63 Stop over 

64 Rower 

65 Aids a wrong- 
doer 

66 Breathing sound 
67— Minor 

68 Gad 

BS — and crafts 
70 Repair 



B1M6 Tribune U«M Swwcn. Inc 

MKgMsflaMnaa 


DOWN 

1 Beteigeuse and 
Canopus 

2 Left unsaid 

3 Leave out 

4 Jason’s love 

5 Slip by 

6 Pro — 

7 Look happy 

8 Come to a point 

9 Taken apart 


to Poverty-stricken 

11 Transgressions 

12 WhtoMaOed tftd 

13 “ — for Two” 

21 Jflwefcy resin 

22 Door taature 
26 Donated 

28 Scarlett's home 

29 in good 
condition 

30 Mineral vein 

31 Prtchar 

32 Raced 

33 Poker hand 

34 invisible 
emanation 

35 Musical sign 

37 Coagulated 
metier 

38 Table scraps - 

41 Buddy of TV 

42 Kind of 
sleeve 

47 Craving 
49 Makes happy 

51 out Greek 
marketplace 


Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn Rnnnn nr 
onran nnnnra m 
anan nnnnn nr 
nnnnannnnpm 
- nnn odint 

gnrmnn nn on t 

noncin ranon nr 

amnnno^nnnn^r 
nnon ranras Hnr 
arnn nonn mnciF 
onnn snri 

ngnnnnnoranonr 
nnicioi RciGtin nf 


raraan ranaon n 
ISP™ B oH 0 n s 


52 Truman's 
birthfAsce 
54 Get lost! 
95"— were the 


96 


dye 


S7 Deep fear 

53 Bumpkin 

fJJgrainchW 

60 Pofoa __ 

61 Lean 
ffiCMt 
















KK. 



conomy 


^5rrj 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

rn aw nw i JU« B wfth 

Cairo Amman Bank 


US. Mv in IMmMwaal Markets 


Curacy 

New 

dote 

""29/1/93 

New yo*fe 
'Ctoit 

mm 3 

Storing IWcT 

1.4870 

1.4543 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6113 

1.6277 ■ 

Swiss Franc 


1 . 5035 

French Franc 

5.4515 

5.5090 " 

Japanese Yen 

124.6 5 

124.95 

European Curreny Unit 

1.2115 

1.1984 *• 



Currency ' 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


UJ5. DoBnr 

3.15 

3.25 

3.37 

3.68 

Surfing Pound 

6.06 

5.75 

5.50 

5.5 0 

Deutsche Mark 

8.5 6 

8.37 

■8.00 

7.50 

Swiss Franc 

5.31 

5.3r 

5.25 

B9 

French Franc 

13.00 

12.50 

11.00 

— 

9.50 

Japanese Yen 

3.43 

3.37 

3 .31 

3.31 ' 

European Currency Unit 

9.75 

9.75 

9.56 

9 .00 


■ cwrtdini; I'JL Potter-. I.OM.MOor huwJm . 

1/2/93 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

EB 

ES3H 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gn 

Grid 

329.55 

6.50 

Sflver 

3.66 

.080 


i/2/93 


l 


V 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.690 

0.692 

Sterling Pound 

1.0031 


Deutsche Mark 

' 0.4234 

0.4255 

Swiss Franc 

0.4582 

0.4605 

French Franc 

0.1250 

| ■ 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5515 

0.5543 

Dutch. Guilder 

0.3759 

0.3778 

Swedish Krona 

0.0932 

0.0937 

Italian Lin 4 

0.0455 

0.045 7 

Belgian Franc 

0.02075 

0.02085 


1/2 / 93 


Currency 

Bid 

. Offer • 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7960 

7.8750 

Lebanese Lira"' 

0.0360 

0.0405 

Saadi Riyal 

0.1832 

0.1848 

Kuwaiti Dinar ' 

iMSBi 

lllESij 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1864 

■ 0.18T8 

Egyptian Pound 

0.7950 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

7.7550 

1.7700 

UAE Dirham 


0.7878 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3200 

0.3300 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4050 

7.4325 


' flrr IH 

CAB M I bm tar Annum F m>nri ri Harfeat 


Index 

30/7/93 Close 


AH -Share 

790.46 

790.42 

Banking- Sector 

739.06 

738.86 

essesbi 

2 7 7.79 

210.20 

Industry Sector 

259.63 

259.92 

Services Sector 

256.60 

BWBM8 


DAmtcr 31 . I«f 0 “ IM 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.2702/07 

Canadian dollar 

1.6240/50 

Deutschemarks 

1.8250/65 

Dutch guilders - 

1.4997/5007 

Swiss francs 

33.41/45 

Belgian francs 

5.4900/50 ' 

French francs 

1505/1510 

Italian lire 

124.84/89 

Japanese yen 

7.4220/432U 

Swedish crowns 

6.9150/7.0050 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2550/2350 

Danish crowns 

1.4575/85 


$329.40/329.90 



World Bank to lend Lebanon $175m 


BEIRUT ( R) — The World Bank 
is to lend Lebanon SI 75 million 
for rebuilding the country's in- 
frastructure. devastated by 15 
years of civil war, officials said 
Monday. 

They said an initial agreement 
was ' signed in Washington last 
week and the loan would be 
granted after parliamentary 
approval. . 

The loan agreement, the first 
between Lebanon and the World 
Bank in 14 years, was reached 
after months of negotiations. 
Lebanon would pay back the loan 
over a period of 17 years, with a 
five-year-exemption, and at an 
interest rate of 7.5 per cent. 

Lebanon managed to limit 
foreign debts to about $800 mil- 
lion despite the 1975-90 civil war. 
Its internal debt is estimated at- 
more than $2.4 billion. 

Officials said the loan reflected 


growing international confidence 
in the government of billionaire 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri, 
cqunting on foreign aid and loans 
for reconstruction. 

Economists and bankers said 
that although the loan was signifi- 
cant. it was only a small step .in 
the right direction. 

According to the agreement. 
Lebanon would use S35 million to 
rebuild its power grid. S60 million 
on water and sewage systems. $25 
million on housing. $30 million 
on garbage incineration. $15 mil- 
lion on vocational schools, and 
$10 million on technical aid. 

The loan was announced as the 
Hariri government came under 
mounting criticism for failing to 
halt economic rot. 

A three-month political honey- 
moon ended last month after Mr. 
Hariri argued with President 


Elias Hrawi over the appoint- 
ment -of senior civil servants. 

That put the Lebanese pound 
under pressure and forced the 
central bank to step in to stabilise 
it at 1,825 to the dollar. 

Before Mr. Hariri was 
appointed, the pound was selling 
at around 2.400 to the dollar. It 
surged to about 1.825 after he 
was named on popular hopes that 
the entrepreneur, in his first poli- 
tical post, would save the coun- 
try. 

But, many Lebanese, dis- 
appointed by political rifts and 
the lack of a swift economic 
re viva!., recently began switching 
bank deposits from pounds to 
dollars, putting the U.S: currency 
in demand. Bankets said ibe cen- 
tral bank sold more than $200 
million last month to support- the 
pound. 


“There is a crisis of confi- 
dence." said Fadi Mubarrak, a 
foreign exchange dealer. “The 
government has achieved nothing 
on the economic level and on tire 
political level it is running into 
trouble. This prompts depositors 
to return to the safer dollar." 

Constant demand for the dollar 
to purchase imports are another 
factor weakening the national 
currency, bankers said. 

“Lebanon is an importer, we 
don't export much.*' Mr. Mubar- 
rak said. “This creates a constant 
demand for foreign currencies 
while we have no hard currency 
income, from oil or tourism." 

Most bankers said they were 
not. encouraged by the loan. 

“It is a loan," one said. “It will 
increase our deficit and push in- 
flation up. It is not a cure. We 
need aid, not loans/" 


Russia hikes domestic gas prices 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia more 
than doubled gas prices for in- 
dustrial .and household users 
Monday, raising the cost of living 
another notch for millions strug- 
gling to make ends meet. 

A government resolution, 
quoted by ITAR-TASS news 
agency, lifted the wholesale price 
of natural gas to 3,600 roubles 
($6.30) per ‘.000 cubic metres 
from the present level of between 
1.100 and 1.600 roubles ($1.90 
and $2.80). 

The price of gas for household 
use was set at 600 roubles ($1 ) per 
1.000 cubic metres!, up from 216 
(40 U.S. cents). 

Gas producers say the higher 


prices — still only a tiny fraction 
of the average export price of $80 
per 1.000' cubic metres — are 
essential for them to cover in- 
creased costs of maintaining pro- 
duction and investing In develop- 
ment. 

Value added tax. currently 20 
per cent, will be levied on top of 
the new gas prices. 

Russian inflation last year was 
about 2200 per cent following 
liberalisation of prices of many 
goods, including equipment and 
raw materials. 

The resolution said the new 
prices were necessary, not only to 
cover rising gas industry ex- 


penses, but to reduce energy 
waste: 

The state gas industry monopo- 
ly, Gazprom, and the State Price 
Committee were instructed to ex- 
amine the gas industry’s perform- 
ance over five months of this year 
. and consider the need for linking 
gas prices to inflation and input 
costs. • 

Russian homes are often over- 
heated in winter. People open 
windows because there is no way 
of adjusting radiators controlled 
by communal authorities. 

TASS said supplies to other 
members of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) 
would be determined by inter- 


governmental agreements “be- 
neficial to both sides” but should 
be no less than 13,000 roubles 
($23) per 1.000 cubic metres. 

It did not say how much CIS 
customers were charged pre- 
viously. 

“In the absence of an agree- 
ment, deliveries will be made at 
average world prices calculated 
using- the average quarterly rate 
for the rouble against the dollar." 
TASS said. 

Ail non-OS countries, includ- 
ing the three former Soviet Baltic 
republics of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia, are to be charged 
hard currency at world market 
prices. 


Turkey to set up new privatisation agency 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
government, determined to speed 
up divestment of loss-making 
public enterprises, is splitting its - 
privatisation agency into two, 
officials said. 

A new body will take on' the 
task of privatisation from the 
existing Public Partnership Admi- 
nistration (KOI), which will con- 
centrate on its other main role of 
financing major projects. 

A KOI official said some key 
state firms, such as textile giant 


Sumerbank. would be allowed to 
design and implement their own 
privatisation in coordination with 
the new agency. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel, who announced the reor- 
ganisation plan Suinday. said the 
goveimment sought to accelerate 
the privatisation programme this 
year to raise 25 trillion lira ($2.8 
billion), a target many econom- 
ists regard as ambitious. 

He did not say when the prop- 
osed new privatisation adminis- 
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aasansD murr mnui prick list 

FUR MOUDAT 

01/P2/1993 



awin-i name 

TRADING 

PRKV. 

QFEVXMC 

CLOSING 



VOLUME 

CLQ3IMC 

PRICK 

PRICE 



JD 

PRICE 




ARAB BARE 

94.667 

136.000 

139.000 

135.250 


JORDAN RATIONAL BANE 

32,690 

5.220 

5.230 

5.150 


J1AHK OF JORDAN 

735 

23.000 

23.000 

23.000 


INDUSTRIAL DRVSLCpHEjrr SANK 

134, B59 

3.B00 

3-800 

3.830 


THE K0U8IHG BANK 

37.503 

4.190 

4-200 

4.170 


JORDAN KUWAIT BMX 

. 29,509 

2.530 

2.520 

2.490 


-ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT HAMS 

4,252 

4.730 

4.'740 

4.740 


Jordan ieuwje sank 

20.144 

4.240 

4.220 

4.250 


• meat bark fob saving s envesthsmt 

14,032 

4.200 

4.200 

4.250 


BUSINESS BARK 

5,063 

3.350 

3.350 

•. 3.400 


JORDAN INVESTMENT l PIKANCS BARB 

lv 543 

5.7X0 

5.640 

5.640 


BSTT BLMAL SAVTNC* INVESTMENT FOB HOUSING 

2.530 

5.650 

5. 550 

5.600 


AIBDUf BARK FOR INVESTMENT 

53.57B 

1.840 

1.850 

1.840 


JORDAN INSURANCE 

50.320 

3-710 

3.700 

3.700 


ARABIA* SEAS IKSURAMCK 

1,260 

2.800 

2. BOO 

2.800 


OOKBMAL ARABIA IM3UBAHCE 

4, 140 

3.490 

3.4S0 

3v4SO 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

50.431 

3.980 

4.000 

3.960 


BOUT LAND XMEURAMCX 

6.263 

3.520 

3.SOO 

3.510 


ARAB LOT S AOCXDnrr IKSURANCE 

4,960 

3.340 

3.320 

3.300 


JCCU3AR COLT IRSOSabC* 

725 

2.760 

2.900 

2.900 


ARAB rniou UBBSMAnOUAL INSURANCE 

B.B9B 

2.900 

2.900 

2.950 


TIE RATIONAL AKLXA INSURANCE 

4,862 

2.720 

2.860 

2. 860 


AL-R1SR AL-ARABI INSURANCE 

.1,688 

4.600 

4.600 

4.600 


JWOUUCM ELECTRIC POWER 

62,405 

1.680 

1.680 

1.710 


2RBXD DISTRICT KLECTRXCXTI 

2,744 

1.130 

1.120 

1.120 


ARAB INTERHATIOEAL HOTELS 

19,046 

5.7SO 

5.800 

6.T70 


jcsajAM Rati oral aarwiaa lzjuu 

1.350 

2.740 

2. TOO 

2.700 


RATICMAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

165,730 

4.790 

4.800 

4.700 


REAL ESTATE ■ INVESTMENT 

33,893 

1.720 

1.7*0 

1.720 


JOROAU OOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

14,098 

0.890 

0.890 

0. % 60 


PKTOA RBTHFR1SES S EQUIPMENTS LEASIRC 

4.329 

1.260 

1.2SO 

1-220 


JORDfJt XRTEZtmTXCUAL TRADING CENTER 

2,653. 

1.480 

1. 500 

1.530 


•Mnrnu equip. Romao s kazrtekarcs 

3,341 

1.490 

• 1.500 

1.480 


jordab press rooaoAnon / alra'i 

11,750 

12.130 

11.750 

11.750 


UNITED KXDdJK EAST G OOtWQUORZ HOTELS 

• 20,290 

2.490 

2.470 

2.440 


ATTARQEKF CURST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

82,325 

2.380 

2.500 

2.500 


TBE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

289,129 

1.900 

1.900 

1.B80 


JUROR* PHOSPHATE MIMES 

2,616 

4.850 

4.850 

4.800 


JORDAN PETROLEUM HEFT MART 

20,519 

9.400 

9.400 

9.400 


joaojut nuonK 

2,813 

7.508 

7.500 

7.500 


WCEEV LED BETA IKS 

7,156 

2.930 

2.900 

2.920 


THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGRICULTURAL 

132,539 

6.600 

6.500 

6.320 


THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

7,717 

10.350 

10.300 

10.300 • 


arab PHAMBwaomcaL manufacturing 

177,048 

7.220 

7.200- 

- 7.110 


JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

2,468 

6.200 

6.200 

6.150 


Jordan usiar 

11,348 

2.SSO 

2.560 

2-580 


THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

11,343 

4.000 

'3.980 

3.980 


JORDAN PAPER A CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

11,730 

4.600 

4.600 

4.600 


THE PUBLIC MINING 

14,009 

3.470- 

1.450 

3.340 


spinning c weaving 

9,816 

3.390 

3.380 

3.370 


RAFTA INDUSTRIES 

22.157 

3.860 

3.800 

3.810 


JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

. 10,617 

0.810 

o.eio 

0.810 


OAR AL DANA DEVKHWHEBT 6 INVKSTMDfT 

■ 44,469 

11.400 

11. Iso 

11.400 


ARAB INVESTMENT S IMERMATXOMAL TRADE 

'114,627 

3.390 

3.400 

3.390 


ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

101,671 

12.550 

12.600 

12.600 


LIVESTOCK A PCMLTrt 

15,222 

1.140 

1.120 

1.120 


ARAB PAPER CONVERTING t TRADING 

4,362 

2.100 

2.090. 

2.070 


JORDAN MEDICAL CORFOAATZOH 

985 

0.790 

0.71D 

0.710 


NATIONAL STEEL XRXCTRT 

32.124 

5.850 

5.850 

5.820 


NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

14.617 

1.070 

1.090 

1.070 


INTERMEDIATE FETBO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

41,061 

4.080 

4.060 

4.030 


JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

35,667 

3.060 

3.040 

2.940 


UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

92,205 

14.000 

14.000 

14.320 


JORDAN INDUSTRIES » MATOl/JIMCO 

66,972 

1.460 

1.450- 

1.470 


JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INOOSTRT 

8,131 

0.680 

0.680 

0.670 


JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 1 

2,053 

4.110 

4.110 

4.100 


NATIONAL CABLE G WIRE MANUFACTORIM& 

581,556 

9.200 

9.1SO 

9.100 


JORXXAM SULraO-OBNiaiU 

39. SIB 

4.820 

4. BOO 

-4.800 


ARAB CENTER FOR FflARM, « CHEMICALS 

91,820 

4.430 

4.400 

4.400 


JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACRX. t TOCO PHCO. 

13,951 

‘2.1*0 

2.140 

2.140 


UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

239,077 

5.720 

5.720 

5.710 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 6c00. 8:30. 1030 

Free Car Parking 

’ Tel: 675571' 

Mobil AX Mashini Theatre 




Cinema 7 Tel: 634144’ 


PHILADELPHIA 





Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Wa wa Qatmeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 




/ 


Danny Glover — in * 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 

Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 830, 1030 

THE BUGS BUNNY 


: " Tel: 625155 X. 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil & Hisham Theatre 

Daily presents at 8:30 p.m, (except Satur- 
days and Sundays). . 

■ Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93” 

\ ln a new form. 

Box- office opens daily for booking and reservation. 




t ration would start operating. 

The government plans legal 
changes to cut out some existing 
bureaucratic obstacles and speed 
up sales, the official said. 

Once the new agency is up and 
running.’ KOI will deal only with 
project finance and administra- 
tion of a compulsory savings fond 
which has collected 35 trillion lira 
($3.9 billion) from the public. 

Officials say the government is 
looking more favourably on a 
plan prepared by privatisation 
experts to use sale proceeds to 
repay debts now weighing down 
the state-run- enterprises; 

“The proceeds should be used 
for relieving their debt burdens so 
that we can market them easily." 
KOI Chairman Ustun Sanver told 
Reuters last month. 

Turkey's privatisation earnings 
stood at 4.3 trillion lira last year, 
below the target of 5.5 trillion 
lira. 

But 1992 earnings were a big 
advance on the total of 3.6 trillion 


lira raised through privatisation 
from 1986. when former prime 
minister Turgut Ozal established 
KOI. to 1991. 

The Turkish currency fell to 
8.556 lira against the dollar at 
end-1992 from 680 lira in 1986. 

Businessmen and economists 
have been urging the government 
to act more quickly to get rid of 
state enterprises which help to 
swell Turkey's huge public de- 
ficit. expected to exceed 130 tril- 
lion lira (SI4.4 billion) this year. 

The government sees the de- 
ficit as the major cause of infla- 
tion. b has pledged to cut 
wholesale price inflation to 47 per 
cent this year from 61.4 per cent 
at end-1992. 

Privatisation in Turkey has 
bfcen slowed by bureaucratic pro- 
cedures. government unwilling- 
ness to countenance widespread 
redundancies and the sheer diffi- 
culty of finding buyers for the 
more unprofitable parts of the 
state's economic empire. 


Electricity crisis costs 
Philippines $25m a day 


MANILA (AP) — The energy 
secretary was telling a television 
audience that the worst of the 
electricity crisis would be over 
this year. Suddenly, screens went 
blank; power had been cut at the 
station. 

Filipinos have been coping with 
an electricity shortage since 1969 
because of foe failure of previous 
government to build enough 
generating plants. 

Since October, foe situation 
has reached crisis proportions, 
with daily power cuts of up to 
seven hours in Manila and other 
major cities. 

Filipinos fear even longer 
blackouts will start in March 
when air conditioners increase 
demand during the hottest 
months 'of the year. 

“It is difficult to say exactly 
how much megawatr shortage we 
will have this summer." Energy 
Secretary Delfin Lazaro said. 
“The basis of our projection is 
there will be about 575 megawatts 
(a day) shortage. This will mean 
about 4 16- to 5-hour brownouts.” 

Traffic lights switch off during 
“brownouts” and the resulting 
gridlock worsens air pollution. 
Offices often send employees 
home because indoor tempera- 
tures become unbearable without 
air conditioning and fans. 

Food spoils in refrigerators. 
Water supplies are curtailed be- 
cause pumps cannot operate. 
Telephone service is affected be- 
cause of' breakdowns at relay 
stations. 

The bum of countless private 
generators adds to foe din of 
street noise. Banks are late in 
reporting statements and execut- 
ing money transfers because 
blackouts shut down their compu- 
ters. 

Officials hope the crisis will 
ease by September, when new 
“fast track" plants will add about 
803 megawatts. The government 
in June approved the construc- 
tion of foe plants, many of which 
arc little more than a diesel 
generator housed in a minimal 
building. 

But some engineers warn the 
problem may persist until 1996 if. 
the economy improves and de- 
mand increases. Aging plants 


must also be shut down for re- 
pairs once the new facilities are 
operating. 

The crisis is due primarily to a 
1986 decision by then-president 
' Corazon Aquino to mothball a 
626-megawatt nuclear {riant be- 
cause of safety concerns and 
allegations that Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. Bribed her prede- 
cessor, Ferdinand Marcos. 

Westinghouse denies the 
allegation. 

The Aquino administration de- 
layed approving plans to compen- 
sate for the loss of the nuclear 
plant and no major new facilities 
were completed during her six- 
year term, which ended in June. 

Her successor. Fidel Ramos,. 
launched a $2. 2-billion crash 
programme to build plants. 

Economists say it is difficult to 
quantify the effects of the power 
crisis on tire Philippine economy, 
which has barely grown for two 
years. 

Baring Securities, a stock 
brokerage, estimates the crisis 
costs the economy to $29 million 
a day in production and wage 
losses. 

“If electricity stops, business 
stops," said Conrad Eiaog. who 
works at a Manila laundry. “The 
on-and-off power supply also is 
affecting our machines, which 
now have to be visited more often 
by repairmen” 

Raul Concepcion, chairman of 
a joint government-private ener- 
gy task force, said the govern- 
ment will offer tax breaks and 
other incentives to companies 
which agree to operate gener- 
ators fulltime, thereby freeing 
electricity to other consumers. 

A newspaper reported recently 
that the Philippines' electricity 
crisis has been exacerbated by 
widespread corruption including 
theft, overpricing and phony de- 
livery of spare parts to generating 
plants. 

The Manila Chronicle quoted 
unnamed National Bureau of Invest- 
igation sources as estimating that 
fraud within the state-run Nation- 
al Power Corp. Has cost the 
company 15 trillion pesos ($25 
million) in foe last five years, 
most of it in foe theft of hunker 
fuel for generators. 
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MEES: More oil 
firms quit Syria 

NICOSIA (R) — A U.S. and a Spanish oil company are joining other 
international firms in pulling out of Syria, the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said Monday. 

The Cyprus-based newsletter said it was reliably informed that the 
Spanish company Repsol was relinquishing its share in the Al 
Andalus concession in central Syria, following three years of 
exploration there. 

And it said Atlantic Richfield (ARCO) of the United States was 
pulling out of its partnership with the U.S. firm Marathon in the 
Palmyra concession in central Syria because of its lack of success after 
drilling five wells. 

It said Enron. British Petroleum and ARCO British pulled out of 
Syria last year, also because of poor exploration results. 

Oil companies have also complained that the terms under which 
they share production and costs are not as favourable as in other 
countries. 

The country was last year producing about 4S0.U00 barrels per day 
of light and heavy crude. 

Repsol Exploracion-Syria. a unit of Repsol S.A.. had told Reuters 
last April that initial tests of foe second well it was required to drill as 
part of its contract were promising and raised hopes for commercial 
production. 

But the results of those tests were in the end not revealed, and 
MEES said a decision to extend the three-year exploration period 
had obviously not been made. 

Repsol held 60 per cent of the concession. Its other partners were 
Spain's CIA Espanola de Pctroleos S.A. (CEPSA), with 25 per cent, 
and Petroleos de Portugal S.A. (Petrogal). with 15 per cent. 

Top U.S. economist 
says G r 7 should hold 
summit on growth 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — The 
group of seven (G-7) rich indust- 
rial nations should hold a special 
summit in the spring to agree a 
programme to stimulate world 
growth, a top U.S. economist has 
said. 

Fred Bergsten, director of the 
Institute for International Econo- 
mics, said foe world was entering 
its third year of virtual stagna- 
tion, but the G-7 had done no- 
thing to restart growth due to lack 
of leadership. 

.“The most important point to- 
day is that foe G-7 is dead," he 
to id business and political leaders 
at the annual World Economic 
Forum in foe Swiss mountain 
resort of Davos. 

Mr. Bergsten. a former U.S. 
under-secretary for monetary 
affairs, said G-7 had permitted 
the emergence of a huge 
Japanese trade surplus, costing 
jobs and output in many other 
countries. 

He said ideally a new Global 
five-point growth accord should 
be launched at a special G-7 
summit, perhaps in Washington, 
in late March or April, soon after 
the full unveiling of foe Clinton 
domestic economic programme. 

He said such an accord should 
indude: 

— Substantial additional 
Japanese fiscal stimulus to make 
Japanese domestic demand grow 
again at its trend rate of 3.5 to 
four per cent. 

— Agreement to foster a 20 per 
cent appreciation of the yen 
against other G-7 currencies. 

— Significant fiscal tightening 
in Germany, to give the Bundes- 
bank room to cut interest rates 
substantially. 

— Interest rate reductions in 
all major countries. 

— Restoration of “reference 
ranges” for currencies to move 
against each other, as in the G-7 
Louvre accord of 1987. 

“A coordinated G-7 effort 
amid help significantly, perhaps 
decisively, to break the policy 
gridlock in several of foe key 


countries,” Mr. Bergsten de- 
clared. 

The U.S. economist said the 
stalling of the six-year GATT 
Uruguay Round talks to liberalise 
world trade was “ominous." 

He said the most pragmatic 
course might be to wrap up the 
negotiations promptly, within the 
current American legislative 
timetable, on the basis of the 
agreements already reached. 

German finance ministry state 
secretary Horst Koehler said all 
countries needed to remove 
obstacles to growth by raising 
saving and investment, reducing 
public sector deficits and impro- 
ving their markets. 

U.S. economist Lester Thurow 
sounded a note of pessimism, 
saying the world economy had 
been slowing for decades and 
excess industrial capacity was 
pushing unemployment steadily 
upwards. 

“What we have is not the Great 
Depression. It’s the great stagna- 
tion,” he added. 

Mr. Thurow, dean of the Sloan 
School of Management, said real 
wages of young American em- 
ployed had fallen in the last 10 
years and this largely explained 
why three of the last four U.S. 
presidents who ran for reelecrion 
lost. 

He said President Bill Clinton 
must achieve four per cent econo- 
mic growth quickly to have a 
chance of reelection in 1996 and 
would then have to take steps to 
stop imports flooding in. 

“You would call it protection- 
ism. 1 would say it's isolation, but 
he would say it's common sense 
to get reelection, " he added. 

Karl Otto Poehl, former presi- 
dent of foe German Bundesbank, 
said it would be the worst thing 
that could happen to the world 
achieve four per cent. 

Henry Kaufman, a noted U.S. 
economist once known as “Dr. 
Doom" for his gloomy predic- 
tions, described Mr. Thurow's 
proposal as a “highly dangerous 
approach." 


U.N. official says 60 
million Africans face 
starvation 

LAGOS (R) — Sixty million people in east and southern Africa are 
feeing starvation due to a food crisis caused by political conflicts and 
ineffective development strategies, a U.N. official has said. 

Layashi Yaker, head of the U.N. Economic Commission for 
Africa, was quoted by the News Agency of Nigeria as saying unrest 
and poor economic planning had undermined the ability of some 
African states to feed themselves. 

“No elaborately carved out development strategy, important as it 
is. will ensure sustainable food production unless the countries of the 
continent, resolved their political conflicts." he said. 

Mr. Yaker told a conference in Nigeria’s southern city of Ibadan 
that “brushing aside the continent's political reality and preaching 
foe gospel of sustainable food production was tantamount to making 
an omelette without breaking egges.” 

He said internal political conflicts in some African nations have led 
to massive migration and displacement of people which compounded 
food production problems. 


WANTED: Room With A View 

Responsible student needs sunny one bedroom, fur- 
nished of unfurnished. Located between 1st and 3rd 
Circles. 

Need kitchen, telephone and balcony. One year lease. 

Call 699170 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished. 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment 
Scandinavian furniture, Jwico built-in kitchen, 400mr 
garden. 

Location: Sweifieh 

Tel. 826527 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 
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French 
left, right 


Serb-Croatian clashes 
escalate in Krajina 



cohabitation 

PARIS (AP) — It is politely 
called “cohabitation." but the in- 
creasingly likely division of rule 
between a Socialist president and 
a conservative parliament already 
looks like a failing marriage. 

President Francois Mitter- 
rand's governing Socialists trail 
badly in the polls and appear 
certain to lose March 21 National 
Assembly elections. 

The confident conservatives 
promise to give him a hard time 
the last two years of his term. 

Mr. Mitterrand could do the 
same to them. 

Unlike most other parliamen- 
tary democracies, where the pres- 
ident is a figurehead. France 
gives its president powers that 
can impinge on the parliament. 

For example, he can fire the 
prime minister, whom he 
chooses, and is empowered to 
dismiss the parliament and call 
elections. The threat of dissolu- 
tion will hang over a cohabitation 
parliament, although Mr. Mitter- 
rand is unlikely to take that step 
unless the Socialists' popularity 
rebounds. 

The constitution gives the pres- 
ident ambiguous control of fore- 
ign and defence policy. Parlia- 
ment traditionally has had no say. 
even though the premier picks 
the foreign and defence minis- 
ters. 

Conservative parties plan to 
challenge this. 

During the last cohabitation, in 
19S6-S8. Mr. Mitterrand impeded 
conservatives' efforts to sell state- 
owned industries and undercut 
the government by publicly criti- 
cising its negotiations to free 
French hostages in Lebanon. 

Some conservatives, even some 
moderates, are demanding that 
Mr. Mitterrand, 76, step down 
after the election. 

“In case of a really big failure 
* in the legislative elections, the 
president should think about 
leaving," said Raymond Barre, a 
moderate who was prime minister 
in 1976-1981. when the conserva- 
tives last controlled both the pres- 
idency and parliament. 

If Mr. Mitterrand stays, “we 
will have to make it clear that it's 
to apply the polities the French 
people want," said Herve De 
Charette, a confidant of former 
President Valery Discard d’Es- 
taing. "Otherwise, it’s no longer 
a presidency. It's a monarchy." 

Mr. Mitterrand shows no sign 
of stepping down, even after can- 
cer surgery last year, and right- 
wing leaders fear j political grid- 
lock with effects far beyond 
France's borders. 

French backing is vital to U.N. 
Security Council resolutions on 
the Gulf and former Yugoslavia. 
Turf battles between Mr. Mitter- 
rand and a hostile foreign minis- 
ter could confuse other nations 
about who speaks for France. 

Paris already is blocking a 
world trade agreement in order to 
protect the subsidies of French 
tarmeis. and the conservatives 
arc even more beholden to rural 
voters. 

Enthusiasm is waning for Mr. 
Mitterrand's dream of European 
union. Although the mainstream 
neht sees the European Com- 
munity (EC) as vital to French 
influence, dissidents demand that 
France reject a German- 
dominated EC monetary union. 

Domestically, the Socialists 
will bequeath to their successors 
an unemployment rate of 10.5 per 
cent and a record budget deficit 
of S41 hi 11 ion . 

Conservatives are confident of 
a huge mandate. Even though 
Socialist Premier Pierre Beregov- 
oy says “no battle is ever lost in 
advance." he is talking about 
damage control, not victory. 

Polls indicate the right is sup- 
ported by about 4i» per cent of the 
voters, double that of either the 
Socialists or a coalition of two 
environmental panics. 

Under France's two-round 
election system, analysts believe 

the right-wing alliance could win 
41)0 seats in the 577-member 
National Assembly. 

Even so, conservatives fear 
Mr. Mitterrand will exploit per- 
sonal ambitions to break up the 
uneasy union between rightist riv- 
als. 

Squabbling over the pre- 
miership already has begun. 

The premier usually is the lead- 
er of the Assembly's largest par- 
ty. but Mayor Jacques Chirac of 
Paris, who heads the dominant 
Rally For the Republic, does not 
want the job. 

His popularity dwindled under 
the day-to-day political grind 
when he served as premier during 
the last cohabitation. Mr. Mitter- 
rand handily defeated Mr. Chirac 
. in the 1988 presidential election 
to win a second seven-year term. 

As front-runner for the 1995 
presidential race. Mr. Chirac 
docs not want history to repeat 
itself. 

Others sec the premiership as a 
springboard to the presidency 
and are fighting for it. 


ZAGREB (R) — Fighting be- 
tween Serbs and Croats escalated 
Monday in the Serb-occupied en- 
clave of Krajina after a weekend 
lull following a Croatian army 
push. 

Rebel Serb authorities in Kra- 
jina's main city Knin accused 
Croatia of attacking along the 
enclave’s southwestern front, 11 
days after its forces swept across a 
U.N. ceasefire line. 

But Croatian security sources 
attributed the fighting to a Serb 
counter-attack mourned with 
volunteer reinforcements from 
Serbia proper, the dominant re- 
public of rump Yugoslavia. 

Relative calm was reported in 
the western region near the Croa- 
tian port of Zadar, where the 
Croatian thrust to retake a 
strategic land route was laun- 
ched, and around the Peruca 
Dam to the southeast of Knin. 

An emergency operation is 
under way to drain Peruca's re- 
servoir after charges planted by 
retreating Serbs ruptured the bar- 
rage in several places. 

U.N. peacekeeping forces re- 
ported Serb military activity near 
Benkovac, a rebel bastion now 
within range of Croatian guns, 
but had no knowledge of the 
reported Croatian thrust. 

The army command of the re- 
bel “Republic of Serbian Kra- 
jina” said an all-out offensive had 
begun around dawn in an arc 
from Obrovac in the north to the 
coast near Skradin in (he south. 

Police in Zadar, which faces 
Krajina across a U.N. buffer zone 
breached by Zagreb's troops on 
Jan. 22. reported heavy artillery 
duels and unspecified other fight- 
ing to the east. 


“But they are hitting us harder 
than we are hitting them. This is a 
Serbian counter-offensive," a 
police spokesman said. 

‘‘They are trying to recoup 
territory lost to us in the 
Benkovac-Obravac legion in the 
past 10 days." 

On Sunday, Serb Krajina au- 
thorities called on the United 
Nations to act within 48 hours to 
force a Croat withdrawal from all 
the territories taken in the latest 
fighting but did not say what 
action they would take if this did 
not happen. 

Bosnian peace prospects hung 
in the balance despite weeks of 
tortuous negotiations in Geneva 
between the three warring 
groups. Bosnia's Muslim Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic said he 
would not join Last-ditch talks at 
the United Nations. 

Mediators Cyrus Vance, repre- 
senting the U.N.. and Lord 
Owen, representing the Euro- 
pean Community, decided to re- 
fer the deadlock to the Security 
Council as a way of increasing 
pressure on Muslims and Serbs to 
accept a peace deal. 

Only Bosnia's Croats have 
accepted a three-part plan drawn 
up by Mr. Vance and Lord 
Owen. Both Serbs and Muslims 
are baulking \t military arrange- 
ments and the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment is holding out strongly 
against a planned post-war divi- 
sion of the former Yugoslav Re- 
public into 10 semi-autonomous 
provinces. 

Before flying to New York 
Monday, Lord (Sven said a peace 
deal for Bosnia was close and 
urged the world to refrain from 
military action, further sanctions 
or lifting an arms embargo. 


But in Bonn, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel sard West- 
ern countries might drop their 
opposition to arming the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government — much 
more lightly-equipped than its 
Serb foes — after the latest set- 
back in peace talks. 

Security Council support for 
the Vance-Owen plan is far from 
assured, with the United States 
criticising it as unfair to the Mus- 
lims. The largest ethnic group, 
Muslims are set to receive a 
disproportionately small area of 
land. 

The Serb-besieged Bosnian 
capital of Sarajevo was quieter 
Monday with only sporadic artil- 
lery and sniper fire after a 
weekend of heavy shelling. 

Meanwhile, three busloads ot 
Croatian refugees, who said they 
were forced from their homes by 
armed Serbs in Krajina after 
Croatian troops began an offen- 
sive into the rebel Serb-held en- 
clave. reached safety Sunday. 

They were the first Croats 
apparently expelled from the 
mainly Serb-populated area of 
the former Yugoslav republic 
since Zagreb's army launched its 
offensive on Jan. 22. 

Mostly elderly men and 
women, some invalids, the 135 
refugees had to walk five 
kilometres with their baggage 
from Dmis, in United Nations- 
monitored no-man's land be- 
tween Serb and Croatian forces, 
south of Pakovo Selo. 

They waved their hands and 
wept as they passed the first 
Croatian checkpoint beyond the 
neutral zone and entered the hill 
village above the Adriatic coastal 
resort town of Sibenik. 





Phnom Penh launches offensive 
against Khmer Rouge positions 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
Phnom Penh government army 
has launched what appears to be 
a coordinated offensive against 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla positions 
in several provinces of Cambo- 
dia, the U.N. peacekeeping op- 
eration said Monday. 

The fighting, which flared up in 
the past 72 hours, was the most 
serious since the deployment of 
U.N. peacekeepers in March last 
year, Eric Berman, spokesman 
for the U.N. Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC) 
told a news briefing in Phnom 
Penh. 

Latest reports said government 
troops were continuing a gradual 
movement towards the Khmer 
Rouge headquarters of Pailin 
near the Thai border and were 
within about 20 kilometres of the 
town. Mr. Berman said. 

“It would seem as if they are 
trying to expand territory," UN- 
TAC military spokesman Colonel 
Dick PaJk said. “It would be fair 
to say that it's all occurring in 
traditionally troubled areas." 

U.N. military observers had 
reported incidents in five central 
and northern provinces in the 
past three days, including artil- 
lery. rocket, mortar and gunfire 
exchanges. Col- Palk said. 

“It is a significant (govern- 


ment) offensive and we would 
suggest that it has exceeded their 
right of self-defence. It would 
appear to be coordinated,” he 
said. 

It was unclear how many gov- 
ernment troops were involved. 

Fighting had been reported in 
about 10 separate districts of Bat- 
tambang, KompongThom, Preah 
Vihear, Siem Reap and Kratie 
Provinces, Mr. Berman said. 

“I don’t think that since UN- 
TAC has been here that we have 
been an offensive of this size.” 

Casualty reports were sketchy 
but initial indications suggested 
they had been slight, he said. 

Mr. Berman said that in some 
incidents the size of the units 
involved was small, not even 
platoon strength in some small 
villages. It is not always that there 
is a clash. Sometimes they have 
retaken something and they have 
not met any resistance." 

He said most reports of artil- 
lery exchanges had spoken of less 
than 10 shells being fired in each 
incident. 

“These are not pitched battles 
going on in most of the country," 
he said. 

Villagers had to flee the fight- 
ing in Siem Reap province, and 
there were reports from Battam- 


bang province that the govern- 
ment army had forced civilians to 
carry ammunition and obliged 
others to fight, including refugees 
recently returned from Thailand 
under a U.N. repatriation prog- 
ramme. the spokesmen said. 

Mr. Berman said there had 
been reports that some royalist 
troops loyal to head of state 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk has 
been involved in a small dash 
with government soldiers in the 
northwest of the province of 
Kompong Thom. 

The fighting comes as UNTAC 
is concluding registration of vo- 
ters for national elections sche- 
duled for May 23-25, but the 
spokesmen said the reason and 
aim of the offensive remained 
unclear. 

“Its really only happened over 
the weekend and a bit before that 
so what we have been doing is 
just assessing what's coming in," 
Coi. PaJk said. 

The spokesmen said there had 
been no reports that civilian or 
military personnel of the 22.000- 
strong UNTAC operation had 
been endangered. 

The Phnom Penh government 
signed a formal end to more than 
13 years civil war with three 
guerrilla factions including the 
iChmcr Rouge in October 1991. 





FRANCE'S SLAIN ENVOY: French para- 
troopers carry the coffin of French Ambassador 
Philippe Bernard who was killed when Zairean 


troops went on a rampage in Kinshasa. Some 1W 
people were killed during the unrest (AFP photo) 


De Klerk may remove hardliners 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— The former defence minister 
denied reports that be might lead 
a military coup against President 
F.W. De Klerk to stop reforms, 
according to a report Monday. 

Magnus Mai an, who is leaving 
the government, said he was 
aware he and former President 
P.W. Botha had bran linked to 
speculation of a coup, but the 
military could never oust the gov- 
ernment. 

"It is totally against die grain of 
the country's security forces. 
They are there to support the 
government of the day. That is 
part of the democratic system," 
Mr. Malan was quoted as saying 
in an interview with the Gtizen 
newspaper. 

Mr. Malan announced late 
Sunday he would retire from poli- 
tics on March 1, giving up his post 
as minister of water affairs and 
forestry. He said he fully sup- 
ported Mr. De Klerk’s reforms to 
end apartheid. 

There has been concern the 
military might move against Mr. 
De Klerk to preserve white 
minority rule, but the president 
appears to have the support of 
the majority of the armed forces. 

Hie former defence minister 
and army chief was a bitter critic 
of the African National Congress 
(ANQ. His departure is likely to 
ease Mr. De Klerk's plans for 
power sharing with the black 
majority. 

Mr. Malan ’s departure is ex- 
pected to lead to the retirement 
or removal of other hardliners in 


the cabinet as Mr. De Klerk 
prepares to end white rule. Mr. 
De Klerk expects the country's 
first multi-racial election in early 
1994. 

Mr. De Klerk, who took power 
in 1989. inherited several hardlin- 
ers from the previous govern- 
ment. Ex-President Botha has 
criticised Mr. De Klerk's reforms 
to end apartheid. 

Mr. Malan, 63, was removed 
from the Defence Ministry by 
Mr. De Klerk in a July 1991 
shakeup prompted by revelations 
the government had secretly 
given money to the ANOs rival, 
the Inkatha Freedom Party. 

In a statement late Sunday, 
Mr. Malan said he had planned 
for several months to leave poli- 
tics in early 1993 and that his 
retirement would be effective on 
March 1. 

His announcement followed 
speculation that Mr. De Klerk 
planned to remove the last 
cabinet hardline holdovers in pre- 
parations for a transitional, mul- 
tiracial government. 

Meanwhile, Constitutional De- 
velopment Minister Roelf Meyer 
said Monday white minority rule 
MU not end in South Africa with 
the installation of multi-party 
transitional councils, expected la- 
ter this year. 

Responding to questions, he 
told a news conference: “The 
councils are not going to take 
over government as such in any 
respect. I want to emphasise 
this." 

He said the councils would only 


be the first phase in the transition 
from minority rule to democracy 
and would provide forums for 
“multi-party cooperation" to 
level the field for the country's 
first universal franchise election. 

“They will not be government 
in itself.” Mr. Meyer said. 

Asked afterwards if he could 
confirm the government view that 
the transitional councils would 
not mean the end of white minor- 
ity rule, he told Reuters: “No. 
they will not end it." 

Mr. Meyer said the govern- 
ment and Nelson Mandela's Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
differed on this issue. 

Senior ANC officials have said 
they want the transitional coun- 
cils to have real teeth, including 
powers over the security forces, 
in the run-up to elections targeted 
for the end of this year or the 
beginning of next. 

Mr. Meyer said the executive 
councils would not “take over 
day-by-day" direction of the 
security forces, although he said 
the precise nature of their author- 
ity had yet to be thrashed out in 
negotiations. 

Speaking afterwards, Mr. 
Meyer said he believed the tran- 
sitional executive councils would 1 
provide the opportunity for the 
lifting of remaining sanctions 
against South Africa. 

“The South African govern- 
ment will have to take account of 
the councils’ views ...They will 
make up a formal structure which 
government will not be able to 
ignore." 


Philippine police crush kidnap gang 


MANILA (R) - Philippine 
police in e na gunbat- 

ties Mo- alleged 

membei • us Red 

Scorpion Gang .), blamed 
for the abduction of a U.S. 
businessman * number of 
wealthy Fiiipm*. . ese, offi- 
cials said. 

Nine other members of the 
country's best known kidnap-for- 
ransom gang were arrested in 
raids on their hideouts around 
Manila during the weekend. 

Interior Secretary Rafael Atu- 
nan hailed Monday's deaths in 
gunbatties in Manila and the 
arrests as signalling "the catas- 
trophic disbandment" of the 


Scorpion gang. 

“We can say for all intents and 
purposes that the RSG is severely 
crippled and it would take a long, 
long time before they can resume 
operations," Mr. Alunan told a 
news conference. 

One of those killed was the 
Scorpion's operations officer, two 
were unit commanders, another 
was a logistics officer while two 
others were members of the 
group's combat force, he said. 

Mr. Alunan said the group was 
involved in the 1991 kidnapping 
of American business executive 
Michael Barnes and in 13 other 
major abduction cases last year. 
Most of their victims were weal- 


thy local Chinese businessmen 
and their relatives. 

Families of the victims paid up 
to 25 million pesos (SI million) to 
obtain their release, he said. Mr. 
Barnes was rescued by police, 
who killed 14 of his captors. 

Meanwhile, President Fidel 
Ramos is optimistic that two 
Spanish Roman Catholic nuns 
kidnapped by Muslim bandits in 
the southern Philippines will be 
freed shortly, he said Monday. 

Gen. Ramos said in his weekly 
news conference the two nuns are 
alive and well but refused to say if 
he wants them freed before his 
visit Sunday to the area where 
they were abducted. 


Mercenary arrested on return to France 

PARIS (R) — Veteran French mercenary leader Bob Denard was 
immediately detained by police Monday on his return to France 
from self-imposed exile in South Africa, officials . said. Mr. 
Denard was held in connection with his role in an attempt to 
topple the Benin government in 1977 and also for alleged 
involvement in the 1989 assassination of Comoros Islands 
President Ahmad Abdallah. A police car was awaiting at the 
foot of the plane as the 63-year-oid Denard disembarked from a 
flight from Johannesburg to whisk him away for presentation 
before a magistrate. The magistrate was to decide whether to jail 
Mr. Denard pending trial or release him on bail. Judicial sources 
said last week it was likely that Mr. Denard would be held 
because of the gravity of the charges. 

Cosmonauts return after 6 month mission 

MOSCOW (R) — Two Russian cosmonauts returned safely to 
Earth Monday after a six-month mission to prolong the life of the 
Mir space station. The Soyuz TM spaceship carrying Anatoly 
Solovyov and Sergei Avdeyev was borne by parachutes to its 
touchdown in the former Soviet Republic of Kazakhstan minutes 
after re-entering the Earth's atmosphere. ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said the cosmonauts were in good spirits when they 
emerged from the capsule. Solovyov and Avdeyev carried out 
four spacewalks during their 189-day flight, fitting new equipment 
and modernising the Mir orbital space station. Mir was launched 
in 1986 as the centrepiece of the Soviet space programme. It has 
since been manned almost constantly by a succession of 13 crews, 
ferried to the station by Soyuz ships. Mir’s intended lifespan 
would normally now be coming to an end. But Moscow space 
experts, their budgets drastically cut since the fall of a Communist 
regime that viewed space as a priority prestige project, hope the 
station can be kept in use until well into 19%. 

One killed in Bangladesh elections 

DHAKA (R) — Municipal elections in Bangladesh supposed to 
have been held on a non-partisan basis prompted clashes that 
killed one person and injured 100, officials said Sunday. More 
than 2.5 million urban voters cast their ballots in elections to 89 
municipal corporations Saturday. Despite the supposed neutrality 
of the polls, major parties unofficially fielded their own candi- 
dates. Gunfire killed one man in the southeast town of Munshi- 
ganj. and 100 peeople were hurt in bomb blasts in the towns of 
Jessore and Magura, officials said. Three people were caught 
stuffing ballot boxes in favour of a candidate in Magura, an 
official said. Police used truncheons to disperse' opposition, 
supporters who smashed the car of Deputy Minister for Local 
Government Mohammad Abdul Hye. who was campaigning in 
Munshiganj in favour of a candidate. 


Some U.S. governors pin hopes on Clinton 



WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Democratic governors say they 
are optimistic that President Bill 
Clinton, a former colleague, will 
help revive the economy and 
bring health care costs under 
control. But a Republican says 
Mr. Clinton has let himself be 
diverted during his first days in 
office. 

"I'm disappointed that he 
didn't focus on those major issues 
early,” South Carolina Gov. Car- 
roll Campbell, a Republican, 
told a reporter. “If, in fact, he 
stays on these peripheral issues, 
such as gays in the military, then 
I'm afraid he's going to bog 
down." 

Indiana Gov. Evan Bayh, a 
Democrat, says he is “more 
hopeful” than he's ever been. 
Mr. Clinton, he said, must soon 
propose both short-and long-term 
economic stimulus packages and 
a deficit-reduction programme. 

The nation's governors, attend- 
ing a gathering of the National 
Governors' Association this 
week, were meeting with the 
president Monday to discuss poli- 
cy issues. 

Mr. Clinton, the former gov- 
ernor of Arkansas, called on the 
state executives to join him in a 
problem-solving partnership. 

"I will try to be a good partner 
and I hope you will be mine as we 
get this country to face its prob- 
lems and seize its promise." Mr. 
Clinton told the governors Sun- 
day at his first formal White 
House dinner. 

Governors are prepared to 
form a partnership with Mr. Clin- 
ton, said Virginia Gov. L- Doug- 
las Wilder, who briefly chal- 
lenged Mr. Clinton for the 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion Iasi year. 

Mr. Wilder said he was confi- 
dent that Mr. Clinton will "follow 


through on what he has said he 
wants to do.” 

And another Democrat. New 
York's Mario Cuomo, said: “I 
think something's happening in 
the first week that the president 
has not been given credit for. 

“I think this has been an im- 
mensely effective week for him. 
It's written the other way, but the 
truth is two things are absolutely 
certain now: There will be a 
change in the ban on gays and 
lesbians in the military.. .Also, 
there will be something done in 
health care." 

The governors will vote Tues- 
day on their own national health 
care plan, which calls for guaran- 
teed access to health care for 
every citizen and minimum feder- 
al standards to reduce medical 
liability costs. 

Mr. Gintcifl made universal health care a 
central theme of his cam- 
paign. but has not yet unveiled 
his plan. He has promised an 
annual spending cap on health 
care and tax changes to discour- 
age rapid increases in drug prices. 

The final draft of the gov- 
ernors’ plan proposes a "man- 
aged competitive” approach 
under which the government 
would maintain a national data- 
base allowing consumers access 
to information about the cost and 
quality of health care services. 

In addition, the government 
would expand its support for 
primary and preventive health 
care programmes, including 
periodic health screenings, pre- 
natal care, well-baby care and 
childhood immunisations. 

The proposal also recommends 
a national health care board with 
State and local representatives, a 
single national insurance claim 
form, an electronic billing net- 
work and limits on tax deductions 


for health insurance for both em- 
ployers and employees. 

Meanwhile, Bob Dole, leader 
of the Republican minority in the 
U.S. Senate, said that his party 
colleagues plan to force President 
Clinton to pay the political price 
for pressing to end a ban on 
homosexuals in the military. 

Sen. Dole said Senate Republi- 
cans would meet Monday or 
Tuesday to discuss strategy and 
probably prepare legislation that 
would turn the Defence Depart- 
ment's ban on gays into law. 

Appearing on the NBC News 
programme Meet The Press. Sen. 
Dole said the Republican strategy 
would probably be to add an 
amendment on the ban to legisla- 
tion providing family and medical 
leave — the first bill that Mr. 
Clinton had hoped to sign into 
law. 

Former President George Bush 
vetoed similar family leave leg- 
islation last year. 

Reacting to Sen. Dole's re- 
marks, White House communica- 
tions director George Stephano- 
poulos said Mr. Clinton was com- 
mitted to gening a family leave 
bill through Congress and signing 
it into law this week. 

“If Senator Dole chooses to 
play legislative games to block 
this bill for American families 
they’ll know who to blame," Mr. 
Stephanopoulos said. 

Sen. Dole continued his press- 
ure on Mr. Clinton Sunday, 
needling him for making a cam- 
paign promise to repeal the ban 
“his number one issue on nation- 
al security.” 

*T think Clinton made a big 
mistake," he said. "But it's his 
mistake and he’ll have to bear the 
consequences." 

After days of uproar,-Mr. Clin- 
ton was forced to back-pedal on 
Friday to avert a move by Senate 


Republicans and some Demo- 
crats to codify current Pentagon 
policy. 

In a compromise with a power- 
ful fellow Democrat. Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Sam Nunn, Mr. Clin- 
ton allowed the ban to continue 
for six months while the Defence 
Department prepared an execu- 
tive order ro lift it and Congress 
Jield hearings on the matter. 

Sen. Dole said the Republicans 
did not want to "politicise” the 
issue, but believed Mr. Clinton 
should make his final judgement 
after experts testified at the plan- 
ned congressional hearings. 

"I'm not a gay basher, but I 
think this is an issue that since-he 
brought it up. we have to deal 
with it," he said. 

Asked whether Mr. Clinton’s 
11-day-old administration had 
been hurt politically by the up- 
roar, Sen. Dole said: "Maybe 
some.” 

“But keep in mind, as I tell my 
Republican colleagues, he still 
has three years, 50 weeks and two 
days left of this term, so it’s a 
long, long time.” 

Two other Senate Republicans 
suggested on television that they 
favoured an early vote to codify 
existing Pentagon bans against 
homosexuals. 

“I think that, probably the first 
available opportunity, we will 
offer an amendment to a bill that 
would put in place the existing 
law for now.” Trent Lott, a Re- 
publican and member of the 
armed services panel, said on the 
ABC news programme This 
Week With David Brinkley. 

Sen. Lott added that he would 
like to “ungag” military leaders 
so they could defend Pentagon 
policy without fear of retaliation 
from Mr. Clinton, who is 
commander-in-chief. 


Grandson of last 
Austrian emperor ; 
weds heiress 

MARIA ZELL, Austria (AP) : 

Central. Europe’s “wedding of. 
the year” took place Sunday be- 
fore a guest list studded with, 
royalty, when the grandson of 
the last Austrian emperor mar- 
ried a- millionaire heiress. In & a 
elaborate Catholic ceremony re- . 
mini scent of the past glory of the-_ 

Habsburgs' Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, Karl von Habsbuig.'. 
Lothringen, 32. married 34-year- 
old Francesca Thyssen-Bornems. 
za. Ms. Thyssen-Bornemisza, . 
whose mother longue is EncIKh n the 
daughter of German steel mag. 
nate Heinrich Thyssen and Fiona 
Campbell-W alter, a relative of 
the Duke of Argyll. Royalty and 
nobility made up significant man- 
ber of the 800 guests who flocked 
to Mariazell Cathederal, a Ma- 
rian shrine associated with Habs- 
burg monarchs, some 120 
kilometres southeast of Vienna. 
Mass was said in Latin. German 
and English, and family members 
from several European countries 
said prayers in German, EngEtii, 
Hungarian, Italian and Spanish. 

Ukrainian shoes fit 
only for the grave 

MOSCOW (R> — For several 
days the new delivery of Syrian- 
made shoes took the Ukrainian 
city of Ivano-Frankivsk by stom^ 
snapped up by men with an eye to 
fashion and elegance. Then the 
soles began peeling away, die 
colours ran and finally they simp- 
ly fell apart. ITAR-TASS New 
Agency said local investigators 
found the stylish footwear, im- 
ported and sold off at a handsome 
profit by a small private com- 
pany, had been made for corpses 
at Syrian funerals. 

First cat makes 
White House debut 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Socks, 
the nation's first cat, is back in 
the limelight. Once the media rage 
during the dog days of the pres- 
idential transition. Socks kept a 
low profile after the inaugura- 
tion. The cat, who belongs to the 
president's daughter Chelsea, 
had stayed behind in Little Rock, 
Ark., while the family settled in 
at the White House. A family 
friend, Carolyn Huber, drove 
Socks to Washington in Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's personal car, 
arriving Sunday. The cat made 
his first appearance at a super, 
bowl party attended by Govs. 
Mario Cuomo of New York and 
Ann Richards of Texas. Socks sat 
on Chelsea's lap, scampering 
awav at times to hide in the 
curtains. An official familiar with 
{ the situation said "safeguards 
have been taken to prevent Socks 
from leaving the White House 
grounds.” Another official con- 
ceded that, yes. Socks was on a 
leash while outside. One more 
tidbit: Socks' litter box is in the 
White House basement — the 
engineer's office to be exact. 

Stray dogs shot on 
sight in Armenian 
capital 

MOSCOW (R) — Authorities in 
the Armenian capital of Yerevan, 
are shooting stray dogs in their 
hundreds after a ruling by city 
authorities that their ravenous 
state made them a threat to peo- 
ple. ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Saturday that a pack of dogs 
had savaged a student to death as 
he walked home one night and a 
10-year-old child had also bran 
badly mauled in another incident. 
TASS, in a dispatch from Yere- 
van. quoted a tity amenities offi- 
cial. Vladimir Kazaryan, as 
saying about 900 dogs had been 
shot by hunters, police and pri- 
vate officials since the ruling 10 
days ago. Local journalists 
reached by telephone in the capit- 
al said hundreds of pets were 
being abandoned by their owners- 
because of the acute shortage of 
food in the capital. Supplies to 
the city have bran dislocated by a 
conflict with neighbouring Azer- 
baijan and civil strife in another 
neighbouring state, Georgia. 

Barefoot 
Mozambique 
kid hits pools 
jackpot 

MAPUTO (R) - A barefoot 
Mozambican schoolboy who used 
earnings from part- 
5 *** °» the football 
CS*®* J? 11 *e jackpot. The 
obola Pools Company said 

27 kofino Manhica won"- 

w nra? 11 . melica ‘s — about' 

«** official exchange 

bique’s *!?!.^ 3118 at Mozanh ' 
»» ,ndustrial 

X! months with. 

earned from 

Mauuto aft^ eIl \ ery 0811 a™*™ 1 
Maputo after school for a trader. 
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